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ABSTRACT

Love for Others and Possibility of an Ethical Subject:
With a Focus on the Novels by Yeong—taek Jeon and by Ok—in Im

Jae—rim Jeong(Korea Aerospace University)

The purpose of this study was to search for directions in Korea's
Christian literature by reviewing Yeong-tack Jeon's and Ok-in Im's novels
written based on the Christian world views. Both the writers made the
socially weak who were alienated and poor their main characters and
showed that the responsibility for their suffering lied in all of us. The
alienated neighbors that they wrote about in their works are not much
different from widows or orphans in the Bible. It should be noted,
however, that the two authors recognized them as subjects and searched
for true love instead of lavishing charity or sympathy on them. While Jeon
created an effect of holding the readers as well as the observing characters
ethically accountable through calm observations, Im was unique in that she
explored the possibility of a non-blood family community beyond the
blood ties, emphasizing the importance of family. Their novels are
considered to be successful Christian novels in that they were created on
the Christian doctrines that unite love for God and love for neighbors
together and promoted Christian love with universal and touching topics
instead of abstract slogans.

Key Words: Christian literature, Christian world view, Yeong-taek Jeon, Ok-in Im,
others, sympathy, love, non-blood community



