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The Sin combined with Death in a firm band
To raze the building to the very floor:
Which they effected, none could them withstand.
But Love and Grace took Glory by the hand,
And built a brave: Palace than before. 1
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...... to whose creation

All things are in decay.

For Man is ev'ry thing,

And more: he i1s a tree, yet bearss more fruit;

1) Cesare, Mario A. ed(1978). George Herbert and the Seventeenth-Century Religious Poets.
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A beast, yet, is or should be more:
. (40)

s FAAS AN §l3telt.
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Lord, who createdst man in wealth and store,
Though foolishly he lost the same,
Decaying more and more,

Till he became
Most poore:

With thee
Oh let me rise
As larks, harmoniously,

And sing this day thy victories:

Then shall the fall further the flight in me.

My tender age in sorrow did beginne:
And still with sicknesses and shame
Thou didst so punish sinne,
That I became
Most thinne.
With thee
Let me combine,
And feel this day thy victorie:
For, if I imp my wing on thine
Affliction shall advance the flight in me. (16-17)
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Unto mount Olivet; there shall he see
His skinne, his garments bloudie be.

Who would know Sinne, let him repair
A man so wrung with pains, that all his hair,
Sinne is that presse and vice, which forceth pain

To hunt his cruell food through ev'ry vein. (13)
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Who knows not Love, let him assay
And taste that juice, which on the crosse a pike
Did set again abroach: then let him say
If ever he did taste the like.
Love in that liquour sweet and most divine,
Which my God feels as bloud; but I, as wine. (pp.13-14)
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I struck the board and cried, "No more;
I will abroad.
What, shall I ever sigh and pine?

My lines and life are free, free as the road,
Loose as the wind, as large as store.
Shall I be still in suit?

Have I no harvest but a thorn
To let me blood, and not restore
What I have lost with cordial fruit?
Sure there was wine
Before my sighs did dry it; there was corn

Before my tears did drown it.

But as I raved and grew more fierce and wild
At every word,
Methought I heard one calling ‘Child!"
And I replied, ‘My Lord!'(55)
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Having been tenant long to a rich Lord,
Not thriving, I resolved to be bold.
And make a suit unto him, to afford
A new small-rented lease, and cancel th’ old.

In heaven at his manor I him sought

Of thieves and murderers: there I him espied,
Who straight, Your suit is granted, said and died. (14-15)
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My hill was further: so I flung away,
Yet heard a crie
Just as I went, None goes that way
And lives: If that be all, said I,

After so foul a journey death is fair,
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And but a chair. (54)
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Death is still working like a mole,
And digs my grave at each remove:
Let grace work too, and on my soul

Drop from above.

Sin is still hammering my heart
Unto a hardnesse, void of love:
Let suppling grace, to crosse his art,

Drop from above.

O come! for thou dost know the way:
Or if to me thou wilt not move,
Remove me, where I need not say,

Drop from above. (p.29)
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Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If T lacked any thing.

"A guest,” I answered, "worthy to be here”:
Love said, "You shall be he.”
"I, the unkind, ungratefull? Ah my dear,
I cannot look on thee.”
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
"Who made the eyes but I?”

"Truth Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.”
"And know you not,” says Love, "who bore the blame?”
"My deare, then I will serve.”
"You must sit down,” says Love, "and taste my meat:”
So I did sit and eat. (69)
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A Journey of Faith in George Herbert’'s Poetry

Abstract

Hyun-Ho Shin (Baekseok Univ.)

George Herbert, one of the metaphysical poets in the seventeenth century in england, tries to
express the real meaning of divine love and grace through his poems. The Temple, his only
religious book of poetry, presents his process of religious maturity. Thus it holds many diverse
themes and manifests his spiritual conflicts in endeavoring to follow God’s way. Above all in his
short life, the evaluation on his poetry is being elevated. the main reason is in his sincere and
serious attitude in expressing his religious experience. He achieved simple style of poetry imposing
contracted meaning on simple expressions.

There are several steps of faith in Herbert’'s poetry, the first step is in making a covenant to
praise and pray to God. And the second is making fulfillment of the covenant. in the fulfillment,
there is some kind of fights between worldly temptation and religious duty. In the last, the
conflicts caused by afflictions changed him become obedient by his religious self-recognition, and
then he could enter the road of God’s salvation.

George Herbert finally comes to believe that God’s grace and love always abides with him after
he perceives himself as a wretched being, and that Christ’s death is a sacrifice for man and His

Salvation is secured by only God’'s grace and love.

Keyword: George Herbert, affliction, covenant, God's grace, salvation, love,
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