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I. Introduction: The Bible and “Maturity”

Introduction. What do we mean by “Immature Theology?”” When we
know what we are talking about, we can decide whether it is dangerous
or not. Does the Bible have anything to say on this subject? When we
start looking we find that there is no Bible word for “immature,” but the
word for “mature” (also translated in English as “perfect,” “like a grown
man,” “of full age”), derived from the Greek word “teleios,” is an impor-
tant word. The Old Testament equivalent, “tamiym” (No. 8549 in Strong’s
Concordance) appears 83 times and the various related words in Greek
(with the number of occurrences) are: telos (43), teleioo (24), teleios (19),
teleiows (1), teleiowsis (2), teleiotes (2), teleiowtes (1), teleo (25), tele-
sphoreo (1). The total number of references is 116. We can say that the
Bible is very concerned for people to be mature and complete.

1. Maturity in Thinking, in the Scripture

The scope of this paper does not allow us to examine all 116 pas-
sages, but we can review a representative selection. From these we will
see that this concept is clearly related to theological thinking.

1) ROM 12:2 “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” This passage tells us that maturity
is the opposite of being conformed to this world, Thinking that is con-
formed to popular non-Christian culture, is immature, like children who
do not know how to distinguish between what is good and bad in the
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influences surrounding them. In modern terms this means that theology
influenced by humanistic or individualistic thinking is immature. This
verse also says we are to “prove,” that is, to test what is correct theolo-
gy. It is immature to take teaching on anyone's say-so without testing it.
The scientific method requires that all theories be tested. This is,
according to the Apopstle Paul, a characteristic of mature theology. This
verse refers us not to speculation or to formulas about the nature of
God, (with which much of “theology” concerns itself) but with the will of
God. A mature Christian asks, “What does God want me to do?” Mature
thinking issues in mature behaviour. A mature theology is ethical.

2) 1C0 2:6 “We speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not
the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, who come to
nought:” Here. again, the emphasis is on mature theology not being the
wisdom of this world, or of the leaders of this world. This presents a
problem for a Christian university. How can it be recognized by the gov-
ernment if its wisdom is not that of the government (“the leaders™)? (This
is not the issue in the current paper: I only mention it in passing.)

3) 1CO 14:20 “Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in
malice be ye children, but in understanding be men,” This simply tells the
Christian that in his thinking he must be mature, although his attitudes
should be as simple as a child’s.

4) EPH 4:13 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ:” Here we are told that maturity
brings unity. In verse 3, the unity is described in more detail as “the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” The Holy Spirit brings unity,
bonds us together and helps us to be at peace with one another. A com-
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mon characteristic of immature theology is disunity. This verse also tells
us that maturity involves knowing Jesus Christ. Theology that is only
speculative, based on academic research by people who do not know Jesus
Christ personally, and who do not have the Holy Spirit in his unifying
work (i.e. the koinonia which, according to 2 Cor. 13.14, is the most
important work of the Holy Spirit) cannot be expected to be mature. It is
knowing Jesus Christ that makes it possible to grow up to his height. It
is the Holy Spirit who does this.

5) PHI 3:15 “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this
unto you.” We should actually go all the way back to verse 12, where the
apostle states that he does not consider himself to be mature, but that he
is pressing towards a goal, leaving the past behind him. He states that all
mature Christians should have the same attitude.

6) COL 1:28 “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus:” this refers back to verse 27: “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” To present people mature in Christ we have to bring them to the
status of having Christ in them. This ties in with the Ephesians refer-
ence. It is not academic research only, it is Christ in us. Immature theol-
ogy does not take account of Christ in people.

7) HEB 5:14 “Strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil” This emphasizes experience and testing, as in Rom 12.2,
and shows that mature theology leads to ethical behaviour, discerning
good and evil.

8) JAM 1:25 “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
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continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” It is clear from the above
that the New Testament considers it very important for Christians to be
mature in their thinking and their doing, as well.

9) Let us now summarize what these passages are telling us about
mature thinking: It is tested, not humanistic, not individualistic, not styl-
ish, it is ethical, knows Christ, is related to growing up in him, it is
pioneering, it constantly presses on, not looking back; it is not smug, not

self-satisfied, not arrogant.

2. Maturity in Action, in the Scripture

Here are several scripture passages about mature behaviour which
goes with mature theology.

1) MAT 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect.” The context of this verse shows that Jesus is
dealing with non-discriminatory behaviour. The mature person does not
discriminate, is not prejusdiced.

2) MAT 19:21 “Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and
sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come and follow me.” Mature behaviour includes a willingness
to abandon all material possessions and to concentrate on following Jesus.
This is what Paul means when he says that he forgets what is behind
and presses on.

3) 1CO 13:10 “But when that which is perfect is come, that which is
in part shall be done away.” This is part of Paul’s famous passage on

love. A mature person is loving and maturity replaces childish, incom-
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plete, and selfish thinking as well as action.

4) JAM 1:4 “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing” A mature person is patient, allows
time for growth, looks forward to completeness.

5) JAM 3:2 “For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not
in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole
body.” A mature person is careful of his words and never says anything
carelessly that might damage other people or the cause of Christ.

I. Main Thesis

1. What is immature Theology?

1) Is it Heresy? Incorrect Theology?

Having examined what the Bible teaches about maturity, we are now
ready to ask ourselves what are the characteristics of immature theology?
Is this the same as incorrect theology? Is this the same as heresy? In
Gal. 5:20 we see that immature people become involved in heresies, dis-
sensions, and factions, but we must understand the difference in meaning
between the word “heresy” in the Bible and its use in theology.

“Heresy” in English, or “I-dan” in Korean, refers to forming a “diffe-
rent group,” that is, a group in opposition to the main group. As the
church grew and spread in its formative years, there were people who
did this sort of thing. The usual motivation had to do with economic,
social, or ethnic problems, but they were always justified by some theolo-
gical argument. When the majority group rejected the theological argu-
ment, that position was then defined as “heretical,” that is, belonging to
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an opposition group. Today the word “heresy” is used only in this sense,
of a disapproved theological position. This is a derivative meaning. In the
Bible, it is the rival group, itself, or the refusal of those in power to see
that group’s point of view, that is spiritual immaturity.

The mature Christian tries to understand the other group's point of
view and, if he is a member of a minority group, he tries to find some
way of getting the majority group to understand his group’s point of view.
When the majority group is also immature, a breakdown of communica-
tions may result, with each group condemning the other. Mature Christ-
ians continue to pray for reconciliation. Church history is largely a his-
tory of such breakdowns of communication between the dominant groups
and the minority groups with no concern for reconciliation. Often the
minority groups have become successful, have gained power somewhere,
and then have repeated the scenario with other minority groups.

One of the main results of immature theology is church division, with
attendant anger and even hatred. A mature Christian is loving and a -
mature theology constantly seeks to bridge both the theological and the

sociological gaps. It issues in action.

2) Summary

To summarize, we may say that immature theology is not the same as
heresy or wrong theology, but it produces the contentious group spirit
which the Bible refers to as “heresy.” We can now define immature
theology as that which is untested, unwilling to go into the laboratory of
real life, adjusted to the current cultural climate (in modern terms that
will be individualism and humanism), has no ethics, is not concerned with

knowing Jesus Christ personally, does not keep the unity of the Holy

38



R. A. Torrey/ The Dangers of immature Theology

Spirit in the bond of peace, does not press on but keeps dwelling on the
past and living in the past, and is unwilling to consider new ideas and
new applications to new situations. It thinks it has arrived, it knows all

the answers and there is nowhere to go from here.

2. What is the relationship between immature theology and incorrect
theology?

1) Immature Theology is incomplete

The kindest thing that can be said for immature theology is that it is
incomplete. It takes one truth and makes this the whole, ignoring all other
truths. Different theologies emphasize different points and if these were
all coordinated into one consistent whole, we would have a mature theolo-
gy or, at least, be on the way toward such a theology. But, in practice,
the immature theologian does not want to accept the challenge or do the
hard intellectual and spiritual work involved, and limits himself to one
area, only. He says that is the only area which is “correct” or, at least,
“important.” Some theologians omit ethics, some omit the inner work of
the Holy Spirit, some omit the outer work of the Holy Spirit, and some

omit the uniqueness of Christ or the incarnation.

2) Incorrect Theology

Those who omit the uniqueness of Christ and deny the incarnation are
no longer Christians. They are not immature, they are wrong. We must
be careful that the flexibility which is one of the characteristics of

maturity does not become an indifference to truth. We cannot accept any
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theology that does not recognize Jesus Christ as the only son of God,
come in the flesh. The Apostles Creed gives us the guideline to disting-
uish between immature theology and wrong theology. If a theology accepts
the creed, but is incomplete, we can work toward unity and maturity. If it
does not accept the creed, we are not dealing with theology at all and
must not waste time in “theological” discussion. Such people we must lead
to Christ getting them to let the Holy Spirit control their minds and
hearts. Jesus said that “When the Comforter comes he will bring glory to
me (John 16.14)" The Holy Spirit testifies of Jesus Christ and verifies

the claims he makes for himself.

3) Aspects of Immature Theology, examples

An incomplete theology is pathetic. It is like a person with eyes and
no ears, or arms and no legs, or legs and no eyes. The Church is a
Body. To be healthy it must have all its organs and functions.
(1) Liberation without the Holy Spirit

Examples of incomplete theology can be found: one is that which
teaches that we must struggle for the liberation of the oppressed and
exploited, but omits the source of wisdom and power, the Holy Spirit,
and the source of knowledge, the Holy Scripture.
(2) Holy Spirit without liberation

The opposite defect is emphasizing the work of the Holy Spirit but
showing no concern for the poor. As the old American folk song puts it,
“Work and pray, live on hay, you'll get pie in the sky when you die.” It
was this kind of defective theology that drove millions of poor people into
the arms of the Marxists.
(3) Opiate-type Theology
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Another type of defective theology is that which fills the believer with
joy, heals his diseases, gives him a sense of belonging, but never mentions
that he has any responsibility for anyone else, that he has a cross of his
own, that he is to leave everything for Christ, that he is to die to self. It
allows him to continue as a self-centered person, a natural person, what
the Bible calls “fleshly.” These theologies do not defend living in the
flesh, they just do not show the importance of living in the Spirit and
being led by the Spirit. As long as the church members are happy, the
theologians are satisfied. This kind of theology has been described as an
“opiate.”

(4) Oriental Concepts of ‘Luck’

A variation on the foregoing type of defective theology is one which
emphasizes changing one’s luck. Unfortunately, the early converts who
helped the missionaries to translate the Bible into Korean had a defective
understanding of what the missionaries were trying to say and proposed a
number of incorrect translations of key Biblical terms. As these have not
been corrected, to this day, the Korean church cannot be entirely blamed
for having incomplete theology —except for the fact that two generations
of Korean theologians have now learned Greek and Hebrew, have studied
abroad, and should have become aware of these problems.

3. Sources of the problem

1) Vocabulary : Poor Translations
(1) Gospel
One problem is the word “euanggelia,” which means “good news,” but

is consistently translated as “the sound of luck.” “Luck” is essentially a
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pagan and self-centered concept. It implies that, once one accepts Christ,
one’s luck will be changed and one will be able to live in selfish ease.
The expression used by Jesus, “Good news for the poor,” is rarely used.
Along with any teaching about “luck,” there should also be Jesus’' heavy
emphasis on “Whoever would be my disciple, let him take up his cross
and come after me.” The old saying, “No cross, no crown” seems to be
omitted from much of Korean theology.
(2) Evangelize

The usual word for “evangelize” in Korean is “chun do.” If this were
understood in its original meaning, “showing the way,” that would be
scriptural, though the original meaning of “telling good news” would still
be missing. In practise, however, it is understood to mean “teaching doc-
trine.” This does not have to do with the work of evangelism at all, but
follows after evangelism. The type of evangelism set forth by the Apostle
John in 1 John 1 is almost unheard of in today's church. “Chun do” is
understood to mean learned people share their learning. They are not
witnesses introducing their friend, Jesus.
(3) Redeem

Another incorrect translation is the word for “redeem” or “reclaim,”
or “liberate,” a very basic concept, going back to the land laws of the Old
Testament. It is translated by a Chinese word which sounds like the
Korean word for “incarcerate” or “put under bonds,” the opposite idea.
People who have not grown up in the Korean church have no clue what
this most important word means. Even many who have grown up in the
church have never thought about the matter and have gone on assuming it

means “to restrain.”

(4) Koinonia
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A still more serious aefect in Korean Bible translation is the word
“koinonia,” and its cognates. 17 different words have been used in the
Korean Bible, and the concept has become obscured and ignored. The
confusion about what “koinonia” means is so complete that the vast
majority of Korean clergy have taken their cue from the Chinese Bible,
where the word “koinonia” in the key passage, 2Cor. 13:13 (13:14 in the
Chinese Bible) is mistranslated as “kamdong,” a concept that can hardly
be found in the Bible but is very deepseated in shamanism. The nearest
equivalent in the Bible is the “joy” which is the fruit of the Spirit, but
even that is really different from “kam dong” By the use of this word
“kam dong” in giving the blessing, the theology of the Korean church
manifests a basic defect at a key point, and the real meaning of “koino-
nia” is simply discarded. Yet apart from the koinonia of the Holy Spirit
the nature of the work of the Holy Spirit cannot be correctly understood,
nor can the nature of the church, which is nothing else but the koinonia.
(5) Church

The word “church” also has been incorrectly translated. “Ekklesia”
means “the called out ones,” i.e. the town assembly. In Korean it becomes
the “teaching society,” or the “teaching meeting.” This has nothing to do
with what the New Testament means by “ekklesia.” Korean Christians
are handed a defective theology at every contact with the church.

6) Full

A grievous mistranslation in the Korean Bible is that of the Greek
word pleroo and its cognates, but this is not the fault of Korean scholars.
It is the Western scholars who have consistently insisted that there is no
difference between the words on the “pler~” root and the words on the
“pleth-" root. With: the facility for comparative studies provided by the
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computer today, it can quickly be established that “choong man” is a
satisfactory translation for the words on the “pleth-” root, but that
“choong-boon” or some other word, meaning “saturation,”(usually long-
~term or permanent) must be used for the words on the “pler-” root. As
this affects the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, the resolution to this problem
will relieve tensions that have lasted for the past 85 years in the church,
Western as well as Eastern.

4, Other Sources of Immature Theology

1) Hymnody

When we come to the matter of hymnody, we are in an area that most
theologians do not take very seriously. A famous poet once said, “I care
not who may write a nation's laws, if I may write its songs.” Songs have
far more power to mould a nation than laws. If the songs are immature
they will encourage immaturity. The hynmns sung by the Korean church
have moulded it over a long period of years, but it is an immature hym-
nody. The vast majority of the songs come from the Moody-Sankey reviv-
al tradition and apply to people just discovering the message of the gos-
pel. There are few songs for Christians of several year's standing or for

young people or those who have grown up. in the church.

2) The Psalter

Compared to the Bible's book of hymns, the Psalms, there is a great
deal omitted from the hymnal. The Psalms devote a great deal of space
to the cry for justice. This is almost non-existent in the usual Korean
hymn books. The Pslams are concerned almost entirely with this life,
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with doing those things that please God and with being protected from
God’s enemies, but the hymnal is devoted to praising God now and going

to heaven after. Ethical content is non-existent.

3) The Historical Setting
(1) The Old Testment Church

The failure to distinguish between the task of the church when it is
free and when it is persecuted is a problem inherited from the past, but
it reveals grave immaturity. The Bible gives us a balance. Most of the
Old Testament represents God's word to free people with their own na-
tion who were responsible for that nation. Even when they were in cap-
tivity, such people as. Moses, Daniel, and Nehemiah had positions of re-
sponsibility and power and the Bible is very concerned to emphasize how
they used their political influence for justice.
(2) The New Testment Church

The New Testament period shows us a church that has almost no
privileges and almost no persons of influence. We see the koinonia of the
Holy Spirit substituted for the political kingdom. The koinonia becomes -
the kingdom of God on earth, where his will is done and his righteous-
ness (justice) is lived out.
(3) The Church Fathers

The so-called “Ante-Nicene Fathers” wrote theology in the context of
a persecuted church with no privileges and no power. The “Post-Nicene
Fathers” wrote in the context of a church with all the might of the
Roman Empire at its height backing it and supporting it.

Suddenly, the church was in the same situation as the Old Testament
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Yet the theology of the Post-Nicene
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Fathers is hardly distin-guishable from that of their predecessors. Fai-
lure to come to terms with the responsibilities thrust upon them by being
in such a situation led to the deep dis-satisfaction of the Nestorians, the
Donatists, and the other groups who, eventually, went over entirely, or

almost entirely to Islam.

(4) The Modern Scene

1500 years have gone by and nearly all the official theologies of the
church still suffer from this serious defect. The theologies being taught
in most of our seminaries are approriate for undergound, persecuted,
powerless churches, as in China. A theology of justice is needed for
those churches that are free and powerful. Unfortunately, those who have
seen this need and have tried to formulate such a theology, have rejected,
to a large extent, the other theologies, and have ended up with equally
immature, defective, and incomplete theologies, themselves. They have
been unable to solve the problems they set out to solve because of vital

ingredients missing.

. Conclusion

In conclusion, we may say that the dangers of immature theology are:
an immature church which does not exhibit the love of Christ, but uses
its energy in internecine warfare, destroying its witness and driving off
strangers. Part of the truth is taught by each group, but none teaches
the whole truth. It has resulted, in the Twentieth Century, in a shocking
failure to meet the needs of the poor, so driving them into the arms of

the Marxists, who have confused them, exploited them, and created untold
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misery. Jesus prayed that all his disciples and all those who would be-
lieve on him through them would be one, even as God is one, so that the
world might believe (John 17:21). Satan has done a masterful job of con-
vincing the church that it is more important to assert a limited point of
view as absolute than to join hands with fellow Christians for the evange-

lization of the world.

V. Epilogue

Prophecy. The Twentieth century disaster : The Fragmented Gospel

What is the whole counsel of God?(Acts 20:27)

The greatest tragedy of many centuries of church history was the
failure of the church to proclaim the whole counsel of God at the turn of
the 20th Century. Led by Henry George, the liberals and the Catholics
proclaimed the Biblical solution to the dire economic problems the world
was facing and championed, with all the energy at their disposal, the
cause of the poor. Henry George wore himself out in the struggle, died at
the age of 58, his body exhausted and his millions of followers leaderless
because no one had told him of the supernatural strength God was offer-
ing him through the Holy Spirit.

The pentecostals were sweeping the world with demonstrations of
the supematural power of the Holy Spirit but they drove a wedge be-
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tween themselves and the rest of the Body of Christ by‘making an issue
of the Gift of Tongues. Though they were, themselves, the poor, they
preached pie in the sky and ignored the great movement that had swept
America and the English-speaking world and had even touched Russia
with the Biblical doctrine of land: “The Land is mine, it shall not be sold
forever.”

The Pope issued a great encyclical but left the issue confused, failing
to take a clear cut Biblical stand, to distinguish between “property” in
land and all other forms of property.

R. A. Torrey taught the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, but did not see
that the Gospel to the Poor meant he must try to win over the Pentecos-
tals and work with the Georgists. He went around the world twice
teaching the baptism in the Holy Spirit and set the fires that burst out
only 2 years later in the pentecostal movement, yet he was unable to
persuade them to take the Secriptural position rather than to make an
issue of tongues. A few years earlier, D. 1. Moody had been preaching
with power and effectiveness a Biblical gospel, but failing to lend his
support to the movement for Biblical justice led by Henry George.

The liberals supported Henry George, but saw no need to emphasize
the Biblical basis of his teaching, being content to appeal to logic and
reason. They were correct, but their disdain of the Fundamentalists and
the work of the Holy Spirit left them without power and without punch.
Tolstoy (and Dostoyevsky?) understood the message but could not per-
suade the Orthodox Church to repent.

When Henry George died in 1898 all the ingredients were there for a
Whole Gospel that might have swept the world for missions, for the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, for economic justice based squarely on the
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Bible, for the unity of the Spirit in the church. But the Georgists went
on with their fragment, the Fundamentalists went their way with their
fragment, the Catholics (“Universal!”) hugged their fragment and the
Anglicans, claiming to be the Bridge, bridged nothing! A fragmented gos-
pel was all the poor of the world heard and in despair they turned to
Lenin.

Jesus had said, “If they are one, the world will believe.” If the Social
Gospel and the Full Gospel had only joined hands, the world might have
believed and not only the greatest missionary movement of history have
swept the globe, but also a Biblical system of justice. Instead, Lenin’s
godless Marxism swept the globe and the 20th Century has been a cen-
tury of bloodshed and violence with growing desperation, incredible
poverty, ugly immorality parading openly as “freedom,” hideous new dis-
eases, and mass starvation in countries with plenty of agricultural land
and three growing seasons., The problems of the 19th Century seem tri-
vial by comparison.

We have not just lost 100 years, we have moved backwards 100
years. The missionary movement is reaching out today to peoples and
tribes that no one even knew existed 100 years ago, but it still does not
preach a Whole Gospel. The crash of communism is creating a void
which will be filled by Islam and the New Age because God's messengers
are too busy arguing among themselves instead of listening to and learn-
ing from one another and joining hands to proclaim the whole counsel of
God. O God, have mercy upon us, have mercy! Open our eyes! Bring us
to repentance! Sell us eyesalve that we may see! Sell us clean garments
(Rev. 3:18). Make us willing to pay any price, if only we may cover our
shame and regain our sight. O God, have mercy!
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