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ABSTRACT

A Study on Christian Sphere of Criticism appeared in 7he
Passion of the Christ and The Last Temptation Of Christ

. Focused on the Discussions about Representation of Gospels

Soong—Beum Ahn(kyunghee University)

This study analyzes the sphere of criticism of Christian critics surrounding
two ‘Jesus-story’ films domestically released in 2000s. Among the films
under discussion, The Passion of the Christ is ‘gospel represented film’
drawing supports from leading religious organizations and many churches,
and The Last Temptation Of Christ is ‘gospel transfigured film’ suffered in
various kinds of boycott. What is remarkable, regardless of assessment
somewhat unilateral performed about two films in real level, is that many
Christian professional critics were seeking the forum of publicization that
can embrace various views. They were suggesting new ways of reading
based on understanding about film media and theological insight to
non-Christians, or Christians who understands films as a tool. The articles
showing eyes of introspection about the church's insular view watching
‘Jesus-story’ film and extreme practice stood out especially. Many articles
were agreeing that ‘Jesus-story’ film as a cultural text need not to be an
extension of the Bible to films, or an empirical dramatization of gospel's
contents. There were also an opinion to recognize aesthetic autonomy of
film media itself and should approach in multi-layered ways to ‘Jesus-story’
film in artistichistoricliterary levels.

Fundamentalistic attitude that appears to be enforcing -cinematic
application of verbal inspiration or posture only trying to use films
instrumentally will reduce the category of Christian films in long
term. Also when Christian films including ‘Jesus-story’ films can be
discussed with non-Christians in conversation forum, evangelical use of
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the film will increasingly expand. In the period of 2000s, Christian
criticism of ‘Jesus-story’ films seems to be slowly sublating the
pressure of representing gospels. For renovating the role and function
of Christian films, the increasing of space for criticism where critics
having various differences from inside and outside of the religious
world seeking alternatives is expected.

Key Words: ‘Jesus-story’ film, gospel represented film, gospel transfigured
film, verbal inspiration, the sphere of criticism



