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ABSTRACT

Georgism and Biblical Land Law

Seong—Eun Kim(Ph.D. candidate in law, Yonsei University)

In the late 19th century, Henry George, an American economist, said
that land is a resource which should be shared as a gift of nature to
all humanity so that private owning of land is immoral. In his view,
despite of economic advances, poverty increases because of private
ownership of land and periodic economic depressions are also resulted
by owning land privately and accompanying land speculations. He
argued that to solve these problems a system of common land is
needed and the best plan to achieve such a system is to collect rent
fees as 100% Land Value Tax. Georgism influenced in the Weimar
Constitution and the land ideology of Republic of China.

Nowadays, Christian Georgists argue that biblical land law should be
understood as a concept of common land and also presented as an
alternative to overcoming the abuses of land ownership system. In the
Bible, land ownership belongs to God and is given to human beings
by God, thus it must be possessed equally by all. Furthermore, this
became institutionalized as the law of the year of jubilee.

Obviously Georgist overlooked the changes in the concept of land
ownership according to becoming an industrial society from an
agricultural society and could be blamed to violate private property by
denying personal disposition right or aiming to share the land. But
using the concept of limitation of land ownership in the land value
tax system to protect the poor strata is correspond to biblical order
and land value tax would be restritively used in this context.

Key Words: land ownership, Henry George, Georgism, biblical land law, jubilee






