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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Classification

of Christian Alternative Schools in Korea

Sang—dJin Park(Professor, Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)
In—Jin Cho(Principal, Global Vision Christian School)

The study aims to analyze the classification of Christian alternative
schools in Korea. There are more than 100 Christian alternative
schools in Korea. These schools are so diverse in their characteristics
that the term “Christian alternative school” is too broad to clarify the
characteristics of each school. Actually, there are many different kinds
of Christian alternative schools in Korea. This study tries to classify
Christian alternative schools into five sub-categories: Christian international
schools, Christian excellence schools, Christian charity schools, Alternative
Christian schools, and Christian non-accredited schools. In order to
achieve the aim of the study, a survey was used. Participants were
principals, teachers, parents, and students of 26 Christian alternative
schools in Korea. The research questions are as follows: 1. Is it
relevant to classify Christian alternative schools into five categories? 2.
What are the characteristics of the schools in each category? 3. How
does the school view its own identity? The outcome of the study
shows that the classification of Christian alternative schools into five
categories is relevant. The schools that belong to each category tend
to emphasize its own characteristics among internationality, excellence,
charity, alternativeness, Christian approach. Also the study reveals that
the schools in each category have not only the main emphasized
characteristics but also other characteristics. For example, Christian
international schools tend to emphasize not only internationality but
also excellence, while Christian charity schools tend to emphasize not
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only mercy but also alternativeness. Most Christian alternative schools have
a tendency to recognize themselves as an ‘alternative Christian school’, or
‘Christian non-accredited school’. This classification of Christian alternative
schools will help the Christian alternative schools clarify their own
identity, and the study will propose certain standards for choosing a
Christian alternative school for parents who want to send their
children to a Christian alternative school.

Key Words: Christian Alternative School, Classification, Christian school,
Alternative school, Christian international school






