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HE2 8] (Barbizon) 3 3PS Thdt)h 38 Xk 7Rl Evjyel A w9 7

ok T19] TS whEskal 7HAle] Itk 1svt viEs | thE uiEd)E
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ABSTRACT

The Christian Meaning of Vincent van Gogh's Art

Yang—Sup Shim(Hallym University)

The Art of Vincent van Gogh is usually regarded as not related to
Christianity. There has been two reasons: first, Gogh draw only three
pieces of religious paintings among his 900 ones; second, it is said that
his paintings have no implications for Christianity because he departed
from God after he gave up his dream of being a pastor to become a
painter. However, there is no ground for those arguments. All Christian
artists should not necessarily draw religious paintings. With the
influence of Calvinism since the Reformation, Christian artists focused
on the daily joy rather than the godly worship. Even though Gogh
drifted apart from the church as an institution, his paintings had still
been based on Christianity as is clear in his numerous letters to Theo,
his brother. Those letters are full of his meditations on many Bible
verses, his thoughts about Christian faith, and his outlook on God and
nature. Henry Nouwen said that the spirituality of Gogh was that of ‘a
wounded healer” We can also say that Gogh faithfully pursued his
calling from God as a painter to be one of the most excellent artists
throughout the history.

Key Words: Gogh, Christian art, Calvinism, exellence, spirituality



