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ABSTRACT

Christian Evaluation on the Agricultural Land Reform by the
Syngman Rhee’s Government

Seung Wook Kim(Chung—Ang University)

This paper evaluates the result of the Agricultural Land Reform under
Syngman Rhee's government from a standpoint of the Christian-world
view. For the purpose of the evaluation, the process and main contents
of the Agricultural Land Reform are examined. And the basis of
Christianity is discussed for the purpose of evaluation. The state system
that tolerates Christianity and economic justice based on love were
considered as the most important criteria of the Christian evaluation. In
such a viewpoint, the Agricultural Land Reform under Syngman Rhee's
government is evaluated. The Agricultural Land Reform contributed
greatly to prevention of the communization of the southern part of
Korea peninsula and the Agricultural Land securities issued by the
government contributed to the formation of initial stages of the industrial
capitalism. Although the farmer's growth was not at the level of
self-sufficiency, the agricultural productivity slowly increased and through
the Agricultural Land Reform the exploitation of the tenants by the
colonial landowners partially disappeared.

Key Words: agricultural land reform, Syngman Rhee, Christian world-view,
Korean War, economic justice
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