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ABSTRACT

Ethnographic Research about Christian Young Children’s
Faith life in Korea

— Focusing on Mother’s Faith Life, Sunday school, and Nursery room —

Si In Min(Chung—Ang University)
Mi Suk Kim(Chung—Ang University)

This study is to reveal the experience and the meaning of christian
young children's faith life in Korea. We have focused on three young
children who are being raised in a christian background, and have
studied their attendance using participant observation method. We also
have observed their attendance in the church nursery while their
parents attended service on weekdays. In addition, we have carried out
in-dept interview with the children's mothers to get an insight into the
children's faith life placed at home.

The first conclusion of the study is that the mother's faith life style was
functioning as a ‘bridge’ for their child. The mother's religious expressions
and actions were serving as a role-model for young children. And the
mother's religious values were being passed on through their child-rearing
attitude on everyday events. The most interesting thing was that the
mother's faith life style became a field for their children's friendship and
relationship at church. The church nursery based relationship between
children and mothers were being extended outside church, which provided
many opportunities for young children to meet friends and their mothers
often. This enabled the children to form a sense of community and benefit
from a church based social supports network. The Second conclusion is
that the sunday school, which is attended with their parents, were affecting
the mothers to be a more supportive parent regarding their child's religious
education. The mothers who have attended the sunday school with
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their child, have shown more interest in their children's religious
activities that are given from church. And also were a more active
communicator in case of religious conversations.

This study has shown that for christian young children today, the
mother has stepped down from being a teacher of christianity but is
serving a role as an supporter. Which makes the connection of
church's religious education and the christian family a critical factor in
young children's religious development. And that for young children,
the mother's church centered life style has functioned to meet their
social needs. This can be considered as a very important support for
children living today.

Key Words: Christian, young children, Ethnography, church nursery, Sunday
School, church, family, mother, faith life
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