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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Role of Christianity for the Social

Development in Korea

Sung Bihn Yim(Professor of PCTS, Representative of Christian Ethics Movement)

The concept of social development is a value inherent concept and
refers to the changes in social structure that evolve in such a way as to
contribute to the modernization process. Within the concept of social
development the human life is an important value, and the value of
human life is measured by the degree to which an individual is able to
fully utilize their potential for self-realization. On a social level, the
value of life is measured by the degree to which the society can express
the level of cultural maturity by fully utilizing the cultural potential of
the nation as a cultural community. In order for such indicators to be
appropriately utilized, it is important to ensure the ‘opportunity for life’
that guarantees the improvement of the quality of material and emotional
life, the freedom of choice and participation, and the just distribution of
wealth. From this perspective we may set forth the following indicators
as being central to the social development in Korea. These are ‘political
democracy’, ‘economic equality’, ‘social welfare’, ‘cultural maturity’, and
‘interest in re-unification and integrity of creation’.

The basic interest of this study is in clarifying and analyzing the role
of Christianity with regard to social development that occurred during
the modernization process of Korean society. The contribution of
Christianity in the social development of Korea will become clear when
we analyze the social and historic role of Christianity with regard to the
central indicators for social development in Korea. Therefore, this
overview will first attempt to analyze the social role of Christianity in
relation to the central indicators of social development in Korea. In
concluding this study, I will attempt to validate and evaluate the role of
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Christianity from the perspective of social development, and go further
to set forth new directions and guidelines for the role of the church in
regard to social development, as well as to identify new social tasks for
the Korean church as we enter into the new century, and an era of
globalization.

Key Words: social development, political democracy, social welfare, re-unification,
the role of Christianity
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