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ABSTRACT

Young Children’s Parents’ Perception of the Use of Digital

Mobile Devices at Home

Eun Ja Hyun(SungKyunKwan University, Professor)
Tae Young Kim(SungKyunKwan University)

Mary Myunghee Cho(SungKyunKwan University)
Eun Mi Park(SungKyunKwan University)

The purpose of this study is to find out how young children's parents
perceive their use of mobile devices at home and whether there is a
difference between Christian parents and non Christian counterparts
regarding the use of mobile devices at home and perception of the
effect of mobile devices on family relationship. The participants of this
study were 241 parents from 5 nursery schools in north part of Kyung
Ki Do. The questionnaire was consisted of 30 questions asking how
many mobile devices is used at home, how to use them, and how to
perceive the effect of mobile devices on family relationship. The data
was analyzed with descriptive statistics, Pearson Correlation and
One-way Anova.

The main results of the study are as followings: 1) the parents are
likely to use the digital devices at home not considering enough young
children's presence, 2) most of them show the negative attitude toward
the effect of mobile devices on family relationship(common topics to
share, time spent together, and the degree of intimacy). 3) there are no
differences between Christian parents and non Christian parents
regarding the use of mobile devices and the perception of the effect of
devices on family relationship. 4) majority of parents answered that
parent education program to enhance young children's self-control ability
regarding the use of mobile is needed. The results of this study suggest
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that parents as a role model of young children need to have reflective
thinking regarding the use of the digital devices in our daily lives.

Key Words: Mobile Devices, Digital Natives, ICT, Young Children, Parents
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