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ABSTRACT

An Evaluation of the McDonaldization of the Society

from the Christian Worldview

Sun-I1 Kim (Westminster Graduate School of Theology)

McDonaldization is in the wake of Max Weber's bureaucratic rationality
that was foundational to the pasthology of the west as Weber diagnosed.
Goerge Ritzer coined the term ‘McDonaldization’ to describe the prevalence
of formal rationalism around the world. In fact, McDonaldization is a
symbolic representation of fastfood restaurants, of which working principles
reflect the modern version of bureaucratic rationality. Four characteristics of
McDonaldization are efficiency, calculability, predictability, and control.
These four traits permeate the life of the church and Christians as well as
dominate secular world. In particular, church leaders’ obsession with
pre-packaged program for the church ministry and the numerical growth will
be likely to follow the path of McDonaldization, whether they are aware of
it or not. In a response to McDonaldization, this article attempts to present
the Christian theistic worldview by explicating its open system, creativity of
human beings in the mage of God, harmonic peace of the created world,
and the relational vision of Incarnation. Establishing the biblical worldview
in the mind and life of Christians will serve as basis on which we live
running counter to the world of McDonaldization. Likewise, the church
community is also called to overcome the pattern of McDonaldization in its
concrete ministry models of worship, sermon, education, and evangelism and
instead be faithful to the grace and providence of God who is the infinite
Creator.

Key Words: McDonaldization, Culture, Christian Worldview, Church and Culture,
Church and Society
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