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ABSTRACT

A Research on Images of Christian Artist's Works and

the Horizon of Their Ministering Lives

Eui—Seok Oh (Catholic University of Daegu)

This research is about images from art pieces of Christian artists and
the horizons of their ministering lives. Through the art works and lives
of six artists who not only focus on their jobs of creating art pieces
and exhibiting them, but who chose to live ministering lives themselves,
at the same time revealing their distinct identity and creative works as
Christian artists, various creative works and the horizons of ministry can
be found. One has changed his career as a sculptor to a minister,
another has lived his life committed to his ministry as an artist
missionary, the other has done his works and ministry while pursuing to
form a community. One young sculptor has ended up teaching art to
children in a foreign country to live a devoted life as a missionary.

What is so similar about these artist is that there have been some
drastic transformations in their lives by the Word as it approached
them, and ever since then, they have put their efforts in trying to
embody the universe of the Word into the images. These cases,
however, have shown that these artist have rather chosen to focus on
or completely changed their careers into living their ministering lives
as they realize that the universe of the Word is too great to be
remained in the realm of images, and recognize the limitations on
creation and exhibition works. Although these shifts of devoted artists
into ministering lives can be seen as critical damages to art world or
Christian art world in some aspects, they are never any harms for the
sake of the Kingdom of God and the church as a whole, but rather
consolidation through the advent of ministers with specialties.

Through the research on cases of these artists, it was possible to
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review the possibilities, needs, and limitations of art ministry. Under
the circumstances that ministries through producing mission-themed
works, mobilizing art therapy or forming art communities are actively
emphasized and discussed within the Korean Christian artist world, the
artists studied in this research serve as the cases of shifting their ways
as they confronted limitations of art works and eventually expanding the
horizons of the art ministry.

This research is expected to widen the understanding on various
activities and ministries of Christian artists who follow their callings
as the Christian artists and disciples of Christ, and on the research
and the effort of many Christian artists who are striving to integrate
their work creation to their faith.

Key Words: the Word, Christian, artist, image, ministering life
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