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The Significance of Annie Baird's Novels in
Literature History of Enlightenment Period

— Focusing on Goyeonggyu—jyeon and Bubueui—mobon —

Bong—Jun Cha (Soongsil University)

This study is about the missionary literature of Annie Baird, a
missionary in the time of enlightenment who completed her life in
Korea. She devoted her life to the missionary work in Korea with her
husband, William Baird, and made a major contribution to the
missionary work in Busan and Daegu region at the initial stage. She
also highly contributed to the establishment of the modern education
with the establishment of Soongsil University, Korea’s first University,
after she moved the mission field to Pyongyang. This study focuses on
another achievement of Annie Baird, the major figure in the early stage
of Korean missionary history, and is to clarify the literary meaning of
her Korean novels, Goyeonggyu-jyeon and Bubueui-mobon, in the time
of enlightenment. The critical awareness about Korean culture revealed
in her novel is analyzed and interpreted in the terms of the
enlightened consciousness in the time of enlightenment. These two
works have equality to the contemporary enlightening novels in the
time of enlightenment at the points that they frankly accuse the
injustice and stigma of the feudal Korean society at that time and
furthermore present the new vision of future through Christian ethics.
In addition, this study tries to find the basis to define these two
works as novel in the components of text, and evaluate the literary
achievement by comparing them with other contemporary missionary
literature. In conclusion, it is surprising that she used fluent Korean
skills though she was a foreign missionary, and the significance of
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literary history in the time of enlightenment can be given to her
works because she freely expressed Korean sentiment by having a
command of our traditional prose form appropriately.

Key Words: Goyeonggyu-jyeon, novels from the enlightenment period, christian
ethics, Bubueui-mobon, missionary literature, Annie Baird
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