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When my mother died I was very young,
And my father sold me while yet my tongue
Could scarcely cry weep weep weep weep.
So your chimneys I sweep, & in soot I sleep.
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They rise upon clouds and sport in the wind
And the Angel told Tom, if he’d be a good boy,
He'd have God for his father, and never want joy.

And so Tom awoke and we rose in the dark
And got with our bags & our brushes to work.
Tho" the morning was cold, Tom was happy & warm;
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We are faced by scandalous cruelty and injustice, and the religious propaganda that
sustains injustice. The problem is that the victim is happy, and the other sweep, the
speaker, clearly cannot conceive of any other life. Our dilemma is, should we, or should we
not, make people miserable by telling them?(111-112)
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A little black thing among the snow:
Crying weep, weep, in notes of woe!
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Because 1 was happy upon the heath,
And smil’'d among the winter’'s snow:
They clothed me in the clothes of death,
And taught me to sing the notes of woe.
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My mother bore me in the southern wild,
And T am black, but O! my soul is white;
White as an angel is the English child:
But I am black as if bereavid of light.
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My mother groand! my father wept.
Into the dangerous world I leapt:
Helpless, naked, piping loud:

Like a fiend hid in a cloud.

Struggling in my father’s hands:
Striving against my swadling bands:
Bound and weary I thought best
To sulk upon my mother’s breast.
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Is this a holy thing to see,

In a rich and fruitful land,

Babes reduced to misery,

Fed with cold and usurous hand?
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Is that trembling cry a song?
Can it be a song of joy?
And so many children poor?
It is a land of poverty!
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“And Father, how can I love you,

Or any of my brothers more?

I love you like the little bird

That picks up crumbs around the door.

22 sy FAES YA AREEoF sheAE V=T o] &l V=S
< B e ¥ ANe 2 ade] vEAE Edol 2 7t Aol Al

ok Z22jan o A ARl olepr] gk,

83 e A fo] Lol
2+ HAIQ 7] %‘% ouls 17b L) |
o]d& uiA 2= ofolouTh

And standing on the altar high,
“Lo what a fiend is here!” said he:
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“One who sets reason up for judge
Of our most holy Mystery.”

And Burm’d him in a holy place,

Where many had been burn’d before:
The weeping parents wept in vain.

Are such things done on Albions!) shore?
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Though Blake condemned kings and lawyers and soldiers for their oppression of mankind,
he saw in priests the prime enemies of innocence. He saw them conspiring against the
spontaneous activities of the spirit as well as the body, trying to suppress vision as well as
passion, truth as well as beauty. Priests in Blake's thought are associated with mystery and
deceit. They pretend to a special Knowledge of what is true and holy, and make themselves
into a privileged caste(39).
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I went to the Garden of Love,
And saw what I never had seen:
A Chapel was built in the midst,
Where I used to play on the green.

And the gates of this Chapel were shut,
And Thou shalt not, writ over the door;
So I turn'd to the Garden of Love,
That so many sweet flowers bore,

And I saw it was filled with graves,

And tomb-stones where flowers should be:

And priests in black gowns, were walking their rounds,
And binding with briars, my joys & desires.
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Dear mother, dear mother, the Church is cold.
But the Ale-house is healthy & pleasant & warm;
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Besides I can tell where I am use'd well;
Such usage in heaven will never do well.

But, if at the Church they would give us some Ale,
And a pleasant fire, our souls to regale:

We'd sing and we'd pray, all the live-long day,
Nor ever once wish from the Church to stray;
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“Drop thy pipe thy happy pipe
Sing thy songs of happy clear.”
So I sung the same again

While he wept with joy to hear.

And I made a rural pen,

And I stain’'d the water clear,
And I wrote my happy songs
Every child may joy to hear.
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Hear the voice of the Bard!
Who Present, Past, & Future sees,
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Whose ears have heard
The Holy Word,
That walk’'d among the ancient trees.
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To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower:

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.
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To Mercy Pity Peace and Love,
All pray in their distress:

And to these virtues of delight
Return their thankfulness.

For Mercy Pity Peace and Love,
Is God our father dear:

And Mercy Pity Peace and Love,
Is Man his child and care.
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And all must love the human form,
In heathen, turk or jew.

Where Mercy, Love & Pity dwell
There God is dwelling too.
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ABSTRACT

A Study of Aspect of Degradation and Seeking Salvation

in Songs of Innocence and of FExperience

Kyeong—Yoon Choi (Jesus University)

William Blake is an early romantic poet in the 18" century. In the
eighteen century of England is called industrial revolution because the
system of production and division of labor allowed for the mass
production of goods. The eighteen century of England went through
sudden social upheaval and great confusion through the influence of the
Industrial revolution and the English Revolution. The wealth disparity
has widened along with industrial development. The poor children grew
up in the darkness of ignorance and poverty. The society were
experiencing a urban child poverty problem. The child labor is rooted in
poverty, but it is compounded of government neglect. The circle of
poverty was due to the corrupt priest and religion dismal poverty. Blake
saw the united world through contrastive vision in Songs of Innocence
and of Experience. Blake focused on the negative aspects of society in
the vortex of revolutions. He criticized them in his poems with a keen
observation and would like to suggest the solution for social recovery
and human release. Break want to find a way to solve this problem. He
believed that the God is the savior for all people and of all sins. This
thesis attempts to analyze the social criticism classified by themes and
redemptive voice for Utopia centering around Songs of Innocence and of
Experience.

Key Words: innocence, experience, child labor, church, savior
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