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The Flow of Contemporary Middle Eastern History

in Biblical Worldview Perspective

@ Mark R. Kreitzer (Kosin univ.)
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The Bible’s grand story states that although the kings
and peoples of the earth belong to Him, they are trying to
throw off what they consider as the “chains and shack-
les” of Jehovah and their service to “His Messiah™ (Ps
2). The Bible’s story also teaches that salvation is more
than just saving mere individuals. Instead, it teaches us
that although all clans, peoples, and languages which He
created are in rebellion, He still wants their salvation.”
The Bible’s story also explains that Jesus is the Anointed
Son of Psalm 2 and that the growth of His kingdom will
have no end (Is 9:6). Paul writes that only through trust
in Christ will the Holy Spirit and His blessing of justi-
fication flow to all the peoples in the Middle East (Gal
3:1-16). The OT Prophets looked forward to the day that
all the kings and peoples of earth would submit to their
rightful Jewish Lord.?

1) He created them: Gen 10-11; Ps 86:9; He wants their salvation: Gen 12:3, 49:10; Ps 22:26-29, 67; 96; Dan 7:13-14.

2 E.g., Is 2,19, 64; Mic 4, Pss 22, 47, 67, 72, 86, 96, and 110.
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We would agree that this means that “salvation is from
the Jews” (Jn 4:22). Jesus came to save His own peo-
ple from their sins — that is what His name means (Mt
1:28). Yet in the process He will engraft all the other
peoples into that redemptive community as well. This
will include the Palestinians, the Syrians, Egyptians, and
Persians (Is 19:22-25). It was too small a thing, Isaiah
wrote, for the Servant of Yahweh to save merely the sons
of Jacob, but He must also bring light to all the peoples
to the ends of the earth (Is 49:4-6; Acts 13:46-48). The
goal of the cultural mandate, when the full bloom of the
original bud of the creation blossoms, has always been
that the whole earth would be “filled with the glory of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Is 11:9; Hab 2:14).

In the Middle East, this means that our Lord wants
us to disciple both the Jewish and Arab Israeli’s, both
Palestinian Muslims and Catholics, both Israeli Druze
and Palestinian Sunnis and Shias. Our concern should
lead to prayer “for all mankind . . . because He is the
only Mediator between God and man™ (1 Tim 2:1-8).
Our Lord is passionate for Farsi speakers of Iran, for the
many Berber groups of North Aftica, for both Egyptian
Muslims and Copts, the Syrian Christians, and Syrian
Sunnis and Shiites. His plan includes Iranian Bahai and
Zoroastrians, and all the other many various Arab and
Turkish speaking people groups surrounding Palestine
and Israel. So, He is not just interested in His ancient
people, as many Christian Zionist seem to teach. Cer-
tainly they are still beloved because of the promises to
the fathers, yet they are now enemies because of the

Gospel (Rom 11:28).
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To disciple certainly also includes teaching all Middle
Eastern peoples the whole counsel of Scripture. All of
Scripture is suitable for teaching justice, righteousness,
and truth (2 Tim 3:16). As Calvin taught, this means
that the universally valid equity in every teaching and
every command of God is valid for us to apply in a new
covenant, fulfillment form.” This means that the “stran-
ger laws” of the OT directly apply to Arab-Israeli re-
lationships. There must be no double legal standards.”
Consequently, when the Israeli’s violate the God-given,
rights of the Arabs or if the Palestinians violate those
same inalienable rights, there should be no Evangelical
favoritism. Impartial justice flows out the just nature of
God (see e.g.. Dt 1:17, 10:17; Rom 2:11).> For example,
the Decalogue gives all humanity five inalienable rights
and responsibilities: Liberty, Life, Family, Property, and
Impartial Justice. These are foundations for any just so-
ciety.” Reformational Christianity has sound wisdom

for the Middle East.®

3) The Westminster Confession speaks about “general equity” of the “judicial laws” (WCF 19:4).

)
4) See e.g,, Lev 24:16; Num 9:14.15:29-30; Rom 2:3~12,
)

5) See also, 2 Chr 19:7; Ps 82:2; Prv 185, 24:23, 28:21; Mal 2:9; Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11; Gal 2:6; Eph 6:9; Col 3:25.

6) Liberty under God in whom we trust, life from conception to natural death, heterosexual based family life, private property, and impartial justice in
regular courts of law in which perjury and breaking of oaths/contracts are criminal.

7) See, Landa Cope. An Introduction to the Old Testament Template, also books by W. Kaiser, and C. Wright.

8) See, RES Testimony on Human Rights, edited by Gordon Spykman.
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Liberty, Life, Family, Property.

and Impartial Justice.

These are foundations for any just society.

Reformational Christianity has sound
wisdom for the Middle East.

[saiah and Habbakuk (2:7-10) are adamant: “[The
LORD says,] ‘I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart
of the king of Assyria...” For [he] has said... ‘I removed
the boundaries of the peoples And plundered their treas-
ures.”” (Is 10:12-14). Certainly, modern imperialism is
not the brutal rapine of old, yet the arrogant spirit and
fruit are the same. For example, what God-given right
do the US and Britain (or for that matter France, Russia,
Iran, or Turkey) have to carve up the Middle East into
spheres of influence and to overthrow governments?
Biblical wisdom strongly rejects any imperial activity
even under the altruistic disguise of “spreading democ-
racy” and “economic uplift.” After all, the UK and USA
first helped Osama bin Laden and Sadam Hussein, then
sought to destroy them. According to a biblical perspec-
tive, evangelicals shouldn’t support these interventionist
initiatives even if the alleged motivation was to bring
democracy and to the Muslim world. Though I do not
believe we should in any way be naive to the equally
imperialist visions of the jihadists, yet it seems certain
that the West’s imperialist interventions actually feed
these movements.

In biblical perspective, the fall of Adam and present re-
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bellion against God are the core problems in the Middle
East. All peoples are revolting against the “fetters™ of
the Lorp and His Christ (Ps 2). That is the source of
oppression in the Middle East. That revolt leads to both
imperialism and the violent blowback from that inter-
ventionism. It is not the lack of democracy or economic
freedom, or the lack of education or oppression of wom-
en that causes them. Any people would resent outsiders
—often violently — when they impose an alien way of life

by the sword. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” applies
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as much to governors as to individuals (see Ps 120:7).

None of us would want the Muslim’s Shariah law im-
posed upon us with the power of the sword. “Love you
neighbor as yourselt” thus is a universal norm. Only
the comprehensive application of the redemption of the
LORD and His Anointed will deliver us. He alone is
our “Law-giver, Judge, and King. He will save us” (Is

33:22).
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