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ABSTRACT

Vision of Christian Scholarship:
Possibility and Necessity

Kuk—Won Shin (Chongshin University)

What should be the vision of Christian scholarship after the demise of
the myth of academic neutrality in the contemporary postmodern
situation? The integration of faith and scholarship is still the important
principle for Christian scholarship in our pluralist and relativist culture.
Contending for the uniqueness of Christian scholarship because of faith
is more strategic than defending how it is possible in spite of faith.
Christian scholarship must be able to present a research methodology that
is interesting to non-believing scholars and to show excellence of results
in order to be credible and persuasive. Active participation to scholarly
traditions is necessary. It is unwise and even impossible to ignore age-old
traditions and to start all over. An effort to transform the traditions with
biblical perspectives is needed. Academic excellence as well as service
toward God and neighbor is important for this purpose. Christian
scholarship should neither fall into dogmatic hubris on the basis of faith,
nor have a defeatist, avoiding attitude. Instead, Christian scholarship must
hold onto a vision to overcome the opposition that regards it as
“outrageous ideas” and “the academic atmosphere that makes it despair,”
through excellent scholarship and contributions that

Key words: Christian Worldview, integration of faith and learning, Christian
scholarship, transformation, faithful scholarship



