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ABAZE 27 BES flote]l EeA o zhal gle Adolth F4v A|HEY Y
S QIFto] 7R AA@ o w g
offiLkzol wEH APl A Fulirtel dirbrt RS ket wjel], el
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gobA, FHiRE A4S BT, ool tigk A7 Bl
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= Ao AAEAM St ay RS oM v Ak &40 7123 ola
BT oRHlTEE TH, AARAME ATl d9lolthla) BARIE]

10) “It follows that the balance of justice is upset if either the price exceeds the value of the goods
in question or the thing exceeds the price(Aquinas, Vol. 38 215).”

11) d&, BFvkg AL sk ARl Al okE B& T Aoy, 7174 A% diil AE &S 3=
AL Fole Aete 2tk o|Hd Ale A7 Hojof stal, djRles 1 A9)E Aok ¢
t}.(Aquinas, Vol. 38 225)
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12) “To practise fraud so as to sell something for more than its just price is an outright sin in so
far as one is deceiving one’s neighbour to his detriment.”(Aquinas, Vol. 38 215)
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2o I YRS AA P53 oA PRow st bl FANES St
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13) o}k o] Al dolA AE-L A o)A, Fhe B opetar 2k o] Al atell A o]
oA 75 = A 7hs s ey o] Al dtell A ¢hdstal e iS22l B
53K Aquinas, Vol. 16, 333).” o]= 17+ o] AldellA shubdat BebdsiAl &3] wio|th
FEL ghdatar F5g A, o] AelA o ZRH R wiAE 4 §le Zlelth

14) “As we have noted, each man’s actions have the quality of merit or demerit through being
directed to another, whether another single person or the community. In both respects our acts,
good or bad, are meritorious or otherwise in the sight of God(Aquinas, Vol. 18 117).”
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15) “To sell for more or to buy for less than a thing is worth is, therefore, unjust and illicit in
itself.”(Aquinas, Vol. 33 215)
16) “because we cannot always fix the just price precisely”(Aquinas, Vol. 38 217)
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ABSTRACT

The comparative Study of Economic Ethics

by Augustine and Aquinas

Eui—So Hwang(University of Seoul)

Augustine and Aquinas had slight difference in their Christian views
on the world, especially on human nature and relationship between soul
and body. Their view shaped their distinctive theory in economic ethics.
About human nature, Augustine argues that human soul can be
perfected by personal relationship with God and thus, every economic
actions of each individual always lead to overall balance in an
economy. This view became the basis for the free market economy.
However, Aquinas believed that humans can never be perfected, not
even through the relationship with God. This led to his theory that free
market has limitation and state intervention is inevitable. About soul
and body, Augustine argues that human soul and body is separated, and
that soul is superior to the body. He thought that human ethics can
only be recovered through close relationship of soul to God. Thus,
spiritual recovery was closely related to human ethics. He argued that
amount of capital did not have any impact on the soul, since the soul
is superior to the state of the body. Aquinas argued that body and soul
is not separated. Thus, the state of the body or economic situation can
have impact on soul. He argued that recovery of human ethic requires
both healing of body and soul, and individual wealth affects body, soul
and thus ethics. Economic ethics play large part of forming human soul
and body, which needs to be guided to restore the ethics in the society
and soul of human being. Aquinas’ point of view does not consider
capitalism as being neutral or ethically correct. After all Augustine does
not see relationship between the abundance of capital and corruption of
souls, but Aquinas blames capital for corruption of souls.

Key words: Augustine, Aquinas, Economic Ethics, Human Nature, Soul and Body.



