
























































Augustine and Aquinas had slight difference in their Christian views 
on the world, especially on human nature and relationship between soul 
and body. Their view shaped their distinctive theory in economic ethics. 
About human nature, Augustine argues that human soul can be 
perfected by personal relationship with God and thus, every economic 
actions of each individual always lead to overall balance in an 
economy. This view became the basis for the free market economy. 
However, Aquinas believed that humans can never be perfected, not 
even through the relationship with God. This led to his theory that free 
market has limitation and state intervention is inevitable. About soul 
and body, Augustine argues that human soul and body is separated, and 
that soul is superior to the body. He thought that human ethics can 
only be recovered through close relationship of soul to God. Thus, 
spiritual recovery was closely related to human ethics. He argued that 
amount of capital did not have any impact on the soul, since the soul 
is superior to the state of the body. Aquinas argued that body and soul 
is not separated. Thus, the state of the body or economic situation can 
have impact on soul. He argued that recovery of human ethic requires 
both healing of body and soul, and individual wealth affects body, soul 
and thus ethics. Economic ethics play large part of forming human soul 
and body, which needs to be guided to restore the ethics in the society 
and soul of human being. Aquinas’ point of view does not consider 
capitalism as being neutral or ethically correct. After all Augustine does 
not see relationship between the abundance of capital and corruption of 
souls, but Aquinas blames capital for corruption of souls. 
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