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The Limits of Growth in Political and Social Perspectives:
Diagnesis and its Alternative
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Abstract

Since the 1960s the state-initiated industrialization in Korea brought
about a faith or an ideology, putting first priority on growth, which has
‘prevailed over time in the ‘mind of pohcy-makcrs and most of people.
Now it is a]so reflected m the policy goal - of this  government,

globahzatlon to strengthen the competitive potential of the state.
However, notwithstanding of the rapid economic growth, the fruits of
growth were not evenly distributed for the welfare of people.

Many theorists have developed different theories to explain the
relationship between economic growth and social  welfare.
Industrialization theory and political dynamics theory are outstanding
among those theories. The school of industrialization maintains that with
the progress of economic growth measured by G.N.P. per capita the
level of welfare spending increase. In Korea, however, the low level of
welfare spending and its irrelevance to economic level do not support
the industrialization theory. In political dynamics, the ratio of working
class has increased steadily in Korea. But there is no correlation between
the working class ratio and social welfare spending. The growth-priority
ideology is the most powerful factor to explain the low level of social
welfare, with the factor of divided structure between South and North.

As results, the underpreviledged is suffering by diswelfare or social
cost caused by rapid economic growth. Korea is ranked behind in the
ratio of social welfare spending to G.N.P., so that she is known as a
welfare leggard country with many social problems including poverty,
housing, environment, and some phenomena of social pathology such as
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‘the hurry-up syndrom’, the upsoaring ratio of criminal offences and
juvenile delinquency and so on.

To overcome the limits of growth in this country, first of all, the
ideology of growth-priority should be destroyed in the mind of people.
Also the priority of policy must be put on the quality of life rather than
growth-for-growth, And the culture of community life should be fostered
by various Christian civil movements.
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BUHT H8H 3-45(8H 27 - 288)

<E 1> AIR|2F, ARIPHEAIED Meist Hag 21| HERIAE (N=34)

et Xi X X
ol GNP +=EX H|E ZAl8 H|E
Yi(AF3) A A A u)) 119 092 108
(254) (.305) (275
Y,(AFE] A A A b)) 033 008 019
(428) (482) (458)
()2 ez

<E 2 ABPHENEE S5 8 HBME0957~1990) (N=39)
SYYs  HEES PP BRSSPl TEE  welx

TS - 039 - 238 -211 834
57} Hl& - 259 - 803 - 697 492
19) GNP 040 051 784 439
A -3782

R 024

R <E 4> MBS HED AZIEXNY

<E 3 AREYNEE ST B SPIRA (1957 ~1990) (N=34)
et HERS s EReSEERE Td  Rex

EAgHE - 006 - 069 -062 9%l
w52} ol - 156 - 903 -7 4%
191 GNP 022 1078 84 428
LI RN -2712

R 038

R <E 4> AS[EH HED} ARISXIREY
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Te 299 olslE gas ok

2 Hx|ojet @olnt 5X|

wEAAZY ASA AFL <E 4>9} <Y 1>o] ehd vl 2ok
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1960-T0TIARE =5AF0| AHE TN tie Al vls) 3
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2 w9 5 Y 234 Yol vl ol wet FATHIME &
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ST HBH 3-4B(HA 27 - 288)

<H 4 2| AIZMHSD} ASIEXITHY

A E ARBEXE PM(%)

o 19l LBX TA W D8 A ARBE FE| X

GNP HIZ H|E BMI8 & ot
57 74 54 259 T gs 12 21 13 131
58 80 61 266 97 11 23 06 137
59 8 68 273 146 12 24 16 198
60 8 75 280 151 12 45 14 222
6l 8 82 297 13109 45 09 194
62 8 89 314 (13709 45 22 23
6 100 97 331 134 L1 59 12 216
64 103 88 348 146 L1 52 14 23
65 105 103 366 150 10 48 10 219
6 125 109 375 734 154 09 46 07 216
67 142 128 384 ' 144 08 50 08 210
68 169 140 393 161 09 48 09 227
69 210 143 402 161 10 50 07 227
70 252 143 41 768 160 10 S1 05 226
71 289 142 426 177 26 40 55 298
7 319 142 441 176 22 37 53 288
73 396 163 456 183 23 35 66 307
74 542 178 470 146 18 34 58 256
75 5% 191 484 756 | 136 17 50 51 254
76 803 218 502 \ 151 17 33 48 249
77 1012 224 520 | 147 20 26 52 245
78 1396 231 538 141 22 26 56 245
79 1644 236 546 145 20 39 54 258
80 1592 225 573 144 26 32 60 262
81 1734 213 589 144 10 49 15 218
82 1824 219 605 170 12 85 33 300
83 2002 233 621 179 15 47 48 289
84 2158 242 637 1168 13 50 79 310
8 2194 244 654 765 166 13 52 48 279
8 2505 259 672 170 15 61 39 285
87 3110 281 690 171 22 62 36 291
88 4127 285 708 177 21 72 42 312
80 4994 282 726 171 19 80 80 350
9 5569 273 744 185 21 94 74 34
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13) T. H Mashall, The Right to Welfare and Other Essays, London: Heineman
Educational Books, 1981, p. 54.
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