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ABSTRACT

The Correlates of the Middle aged Adult Children's
Willingness to Perform Physical Care—giving Practices
for their Elderly Parents—focused on the Mediating
effect of the Burden of Care—giving, and the Moderating
Effects of Gender Difference, and Religious Background

and Affiliations,

Sung—Ja Shin (Kyungpook National Univ, Social Welfare Department)
Won—June Lee (Changshin Univ, Social Welfare Department)

The paper presents a study on the middle aged adult male and
female adult children's willingness to perform physical care-giving
practices for their elderly parents who can not perform common
day-to-day activities, and its correlates. The primary concerns of this
study focus on:(1) the direct effects of individuals' normative and
emotional commitment to physical care-giving on their willingness to
provide such physical care-giving practices for their elderly parents;
(2) the mediating effect of the burden of -care-giving; (3) the
moderating effect of the religious background between those who
practice a religious faith and those who do not, The research is based
on a survey conducted among 775 adult children aged in middle age,
who have at least one living parent In order to conduct our research,
a structural equation model(SEM)is explored by using AMOS program.
First of all, we found four significant direct effects from 4
paths--‘normative commitment— the willingness to provide physical
caring practice’, ‘emotional commitment— the willingness to provide
physical caring practice’, ‘normative commitment— the burden of
care-giving’, ‘emotional commitment— the willingness to provide
physical caring practice’, burden of care-giving— the willingness to
provide physical caring practice’, however, we failed to find the direct
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effect of the normative commitment on the willingness to provide
physical caring practice. Second, we found the significant mediating
effect of the burden of care-giving from the path of ‘emotional
commitment— the burden of care-giving— the willingness to provide
physical caring practice’, however there is no significant mediating
effect from the path of ‘normative commitment— the burden of
care-giving— the willingness to provide physical caring practice’. We
failed to find the moderating effect of gender and the religious
background and affiliation. Some practical implications were suggested
based upon the findings.

key words: elderly parents, physical care-giving, emotional, normative
commitment, family care-givers, gender, religious background
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