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ABSTRACT

The Study on College Students' Perception toward
Sexual Harassment among Women Performers taking

part in Auditions, and Correlates

— Focusing on the Mediating Effect of Sexist Attitudes toward Sexual
Behavior and the Moderating Effect of Religious Affiliation with
Christianity —

Hee—Jin Lee (Daegu University)

The predominant concerns of the study consist of: (1) the direct effects
of self-esteem on the tolerance toward sexual harassment at an audition
meeting; (2) the direct and indirect effect of sexist attitudes toward sexual
behavior on the tolerance toward sexual harassment; (3) the moderating
effect of student religious affiliation with Christianity on each causal
relationship. The research is based on a survey conducted with 541
college students, including 248 male students and 298 female students,
majoring in media, film and theatre from five universities located in
Seoul, Chueonan, Cheongju, Daegu and Gyeongsangbuk-do. In order for
respondents to verify research questions, structural equation models were
explored. A variety of tests were conducted (i.e. metric invariance test,
critical ratio for difference test, multi-group analysis, bias-corrected
boot-strapping). The notable findings are as follows: First, practicing
Christian students showed direct influences from all three paths of the
structural equation model: the positive effect of self-esteem on the extent
to which they would tolerate sexual harassment; the effect of self-esteem
on reducing the sexist attitude toward sexual behavior; and the effect of
sexist attitude toward sexual behavior on level of tolerance toward sexual
harassment. On the other hand, self-esteem among atheistic and
non-Christian students did not show a direct effect on their tolerance of
sexual harassment; yet self-esteem had a direct effect on the sexist
attitude toward sexual behavior, and the sexist attitude also influences the
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tolerance to sexual harassment. Second, Christian students' self-esteem had
an indirect effect on the tolerance to sexual harassment, resulting from the
suppression of the sexist attitudes toward sexual behavior. Lastly, among
atheistic and non-Christian students, although self-esteem did not have a
direct effect on their level of tolerance of sexual behavior, their sexist
attitude toward sexual behavior shows a full mediating effect on the path
between self-esteem and level of tolerance towards sexual harassment,
stemming from the suppression of sexist attitudes by self-esteem. Some
practical and political implications are discussed based on the study's
findings.

Key words: sexual harassment, the tolerance toward sexual harassment,
self-esteem, the attitude toward sexual behavior, entertainer,
applicant for an entertainer, Christianity, religion



