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ABSTRACT

The Cultivation of Humanity in a Secular University

Jae—Bong Yoo (Sungkyunkwan University)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the possibility of cultivating
Christian humanity through demonstrating an example of teaching
humanity in a secular university. To this end, I analyse the conception
of humanity in terms both of the nature of human being and usages
of the conception of humanity, discuss how to understand humanity
from the perspective of Christianity, and show an example of
humanity education in a university. Humanity in secular education has
a unique characteristic which is distinguished from physical properties
and divine nature. It is possible to cultivate humanity through teaching
educational elements of humanity involving a distinctive method. In
contrast, Christian humanity that is related to God’s image should be
understood in terms of divine nature. According to the Bible, the
cultivation of Christian humanity is only possible by ministry of the
Holy Spirit, because humanity is a character of God’s people which is
the fruit of the Holy Spirit. In this point of view, in principle, it is
impossible to cultivate Christian humanity in a secular university. The
cultivation of humanity in a secular university may only be possible
in two ways: a negative way and a indirect way. The former way is
cultivating humanity which is compatible with Christian humanity,
whereas the latter is to recognize the insufficiency of human wisdom
comparing with God’s wisdom.

Key words: conceptual analysis of humanity, humanity in a normative
sense, Christian humanity, Apology, example of humanity
education in a university.



