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A Comparative Study of the Antitrust Thoughts in the Ancient Near East
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Abstract

This research is designed in the view that a good economic policy,
promoting the welfare of 'human‘ beings, is generally origined in the
Bible. }

There has been research that the Codes of Hammurabi is the origin
of the antitrust law. This research traces the origin of the antitrust policy,
an important tool to correct the bad economic performance of the
Capitalism, to the Bible. The contents are divided into two major parts,
in large. The first part is inquiring into the antitrust thoughts in the Law
of Moses and the Codes of Hammurabi. The other is to do comparative
study between the two to clarify that the Law of Moses in the Bible is
an origin independent to the Codes of Hammurabi which is earlier than
the former, It is the result of this research that the Law of Moses, which
is from God, has antitrust thoughts. The Law of Moses is independent
to the Codes of Hammurabi, especially in the light of antitrust. This
research concludes that the Law of Moses which is from God is an
origin of antitrust, and the thoughts of the Year of Jubilee and the Year
of Sabbath in the Law of Moses are the origin of antitrust thoughts.
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1) National Society of Professional Engineers v. U.S., 435 US 679, 681, 1978
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Gordon, C. H., Hammurapi’s Code, 1957; Bohl, F. M. T., King Hammurabi of Babylon
in the Setting of His Time, 1946, Harper, R F,, The Code of Hammurabi King of
Babylon, 1904,
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1903, p. v. Z2ju} of2¥ 8¢ T3k A= Sk Johns, C. H W, The Relations
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15) Mendelssohn, L, Slavery in the Ancient Near East, 1940, p. 121.
16) Ibid.
17) Chirichigno, G. C., Debt Slavery in the Ancient Near East and Israel, 1989, pp.
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