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ABSTRACT

Politics/Religions of Desires & the Significance of

Learning
Sang—Hun Yoon (Handong Global University)

Having noticed the widespread and deeply rooted phenomena of
‘imitation desires’ in the current Korean society, under the surface of
which the so-called ‘politics of desire’ and ‘religions of desire’ lie,
this paper is concerned with the inquiries of the significance of
learning in a Christian perspective in connection with René Girard’s
proposal & Jacques Lacan’s theory on the causes and aspects of
human desires. While politics of desire innately is a system of
“simulation” in Jean Baudrillard’s sense, in which realities are replaced
with images, aiming at the gratification of materialistic and worldly
desires, Christian faith has an essential calling for discerning the
ordered system of images and de-constructing its idolatrous characters.
Once being deviated from the position of the calling, Christianity
might have fallen into a religion of desire, befriended with politics of
desire. Politics of desire and religions of desire have become the
subjects and mediators of desire so reciprocally that through the
process of double mediation imitation desires have been reinforced and
reproduced in our society. The metaphysics of politics of desire and
religion of desire leads into situations with absurdity, which dictates
the loss of the awareness of realities and a sense of self-sovereignty.

In this vein, searching for the significance of learning between
politics of desire and religion of desire corresponds to taking steps
toward restoring the Christian worldview paradigm of Creation-Fall-
Redemption as well as securing contact points through recognizing
concrete and specific aspects of the world (=Weltbild). Understanding
human beings and their conditions & experiences based biblical
narratives of Creation-Fall-Redemptive restoration gives rise to
understanding the nobility and dignity of human existence, which in
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turn results in laying a cornerstone for establishing human freedom
and dignity based on the incarnational humanism compatible with the
biblical doctrines.

Key words: (imitation) desire, politics of desire, religions of desire, Christian
learning, Christian Worldview, Weltbild



