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ABSTRACT

A Christian Examination on Picture Books for Children

as Materials for Death Education

Ran Lee (SungKyunKwan University)
Eun—Ja Hyun (SungKyunKwan University)

This study examines 4 types of understanding on death appearing in
picture books and argues that there are different perspectives from the
Christian point of view in them. Thirteen books which deal with the
theme of death are selected and analyzed based on the words and the
pictures of these books in a literal and semiotic level in order to
draw the authors’ ideas of death and afterlife. As a result, it is
revealed that these picture books show diverse views on death; firstly,
not a few of the books reflect the ideas of ‘atomism’ ‘agnosticism’
and ‘immorality of the soul”’ on death. These viewpoints contain
certain educational purposes in order to minimize children’s grief.
Secondly, all the books in 'belief in afterlife' include the idea that we
cannot judge it in a single viewpoint. Only a small minority of books
has Christian faith-based viewpoints even in the picture books dealing
with afterlife. In this respect, this study emphasizes the importance of
the adults’ role not only in choosing the books with regard to the
worldview but also in reconstructing the meaning of contents in
co-reading the books with children. This study also investigates the
elements of non-truth concerning death and the concept of the
Kingdom of God in these books from the view of Christian faith.
Finally, it is argued that the authors’ born-again imagination and the
critics’ ability to interpret the authors’ hidden views on life and death
are crucial for shaping a desirable Christian worldview for children.

Key words: perspectives on death, picture books, death education,
born-again imagination, Christian worldview.






