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ABSTRACT

A Content Analysis of the Kingdom of God

in the Texts of Praise Songs for Adolescents

Eun—Ja Hyun (Sungkyunkwan University)
Ran Lee (Sungkyunkwan University)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the texts of praise songs
concerned with the Kingdom of God and to discuss the adequateness
of those that adolescents are frequently singing in their worship. For
this purpose, this study selected total 31 songs by the survey through
107 religious workers serving in church department for adolescents.
Those songs were qualitatively analyzed through a segmentation into
meaning elements, open coding, topicalization and categorization. The
categorized contents were discussed based on Ladd(1982; 1997;
2000)’s understanding of the Kingdom of God.

As a result, there was a balanced reflection in the notions of
futurity, nowness and duplicity of the Kingdom. Among them, the
songs dealing with the futurity accounted for the highest portion and
this result were interpreted as an exact reflection for the Ladd’s idea
of that the ultimate future Kingdom of God is fundamentally
apocalyptic. And, there were both common and different descriptions
between two kinds of notions on Kingdom in the phenomenological
portrayals. There were love, rightness, healing, peace in the texts on
both Kingdoms. On the contrary, one comes out as a God’s complete
and visible reign; the other in secret. One is characterized by the
perfect realization of rightness; the other by a limited form. Also, the
condition for entering the Kingdom was obviously presented in the
songs: that is the faith only towards Jesus Christ and there is no
exception. The present Kingdom of God is depicted as growing in
itself; however, the co-work with God and the determination of
Christians to put forward the Kingdom were strongly reflected as a
necessity in those texts. Finally, the texts of the praise songs showed
the earnest wish and confidence for the advent of the apocalyptic
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Kingdom of God and they were understood as a prayer and a driving
action for the fulfilling the wish. However, the contents inadequate for
the analysis frame above, such as the emphasis on our contribution,
were discussed in terms of the phrases of bible and Ladd’s
understandings of the Kingdom of God. Based on those findings, this
study speculated the importance of selecting the praise songs in
adolescents’ worship.

Key Words: the Kingdom of God, praise songs for adolescents, futurity,
nowness, Ladd






