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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Case Study for Integration of Faith and
Learning in the Physical Therapy Major Classes

Ji—Won Kim (Baekseok University)

The purpose of this study is to investigate how students majoring in
physical therapy perceive and practice applying Christian worldview in
health and medical fields after attending classes based on Christian
worldview.

This study was performed by analyzing essays and in-depth
interview of 10 students who attended physical therapy ethics class.
The survey items were as follows : the recognition and practice in
the application of Christian worldview in health and medical fields,
the problems of health care through their clinical practice, measures to
these problems in the Christian view of the world, and changes in
perception after the class.

The results analyzing the essay is as follows: Students recognized
how to apply Christian worldview in the health care as recovering
relationship and practicing love of Jesus Christ.

About ways to apply Christian worldview in the field of health
care, the students responded as follows: striving to concentrate on
their studies that is necessary in order to treat patients, practicing
patient-centered treatment with God's love, acting to restore relations,
and practicing prayer and meditating on the Bible.

Through their clinical practice, the students said that the issues of
the hospitals are the pursuance of more profit rather than care for the
patients, unfair treatment of patients, and lack of communication.

Through this class, students experienced changes of their values.
They started to have serious thoughts about issues in health care,
perceived differences through discussion with students, and changed
their behavior by making resolution to change through introspection. It
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was interesting to see that through this class, non-Christian students
stated that they have changed their view of Christianity from a
negative to a positive one.

These results showed that pursuing Christian studies in each
discipline not only consolidate belief on students with the Christian
faith, but also give an opportunity to change by themselves through
free discussion.

Key words: Christian worldview, faith and learning, health and medicine,
physical therapy



