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It is the main thesis of this article that Thomas Aquinas' natural 
law, centered upon the theology of the medieval Catholic church, has 
historically not only been criticized by Protestant theologians, but 
importantly also positively acknowledged surprisingly by Martin 
Luther, a major Reformer in the 16th century, and some prominent 
Protestant theologians. It tries to suggest a meaningful clue for the 
constructive conversation between the Catholic and Protestant church, 
as a way of showing a good example of religious dialogue demanded 
by the global society surrounded by the highly developed scientific 
technological revolution and the some serious problems of social evil. 
In this regard, this work at first deals with the theological system of 
Thomas Aquinas' law and especially the significance of natural law, 
and explicates the criticism of a 17th century English empirical 
philosopher John Locke and a 20th century major Protestant theologian 
Karl Barth against Thomas Aquinas' natural law, discussing also the 
controversy of Karl Barth and Emil Brunner on the soteriological 
possibility of moral human nature which points to natural law. Then 
this project comes to its main points that Martin Luther significantly 
accepts Thomas Aquinas' natural law for constructing the good human 
social life rather than for the human salvation in eternal life, and that 
Stanley Hauerwas, today's leading Protestant theologian, has taken 
Thomas Aquinas idea of virtues presupposing the importance of 
natural law. Hence it aims to show that Martin Luther and some 
Protestant theologians have affirmatively acknowledged Thomas 



Aquinas' natural law in the aspect of social ethics rather than in that 
of soteriological theology.
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