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Abstract

A Study on the Life of People Who Experienced

Alternative Education

Young—-Hwa Kim (Hongik University)

This study attempted to explore how the alternative values and
behaviors of people who experienced alternative education have been
structured and changed over time while they have interacted with
significant others under the situational conditions of family, school and
society by examining their background and motivation of entering
alternative schools(ASs), their experiences in ASs and ways of leading
their life after graduation from ASs. Significant adults such as parents
or a teacher played an important role in the choice of ASs. Parents
of the research participants who recommended ASs to their children
have ecological views or a high level of social consciousness.
Brothers and/or sisters of the research participants also went to ASs.
While participants tended to perceive experiences at ASs such as
community consciousness, various activities, learning through slow life,
life sharing with devoted teachers and students' active participation in
the normalization of school positively in general, they were somewhat
concerned about being hurt because of too close human relationships
and the indoctrination of progressive values which are also a different
kind of stereotyped notions. All but one participant who entered AS
after having graduated general high school, went to colleges after
graduation from AS. All participants have led their life actively and
independently keeping reflecting on issues and problems they faced
and pursuing alternative values that they learned at ASs. Their
alternative values and lifestyles have been realized in the middle of
interactions with significant others like parents, brothers and sisters,
friends, and colleagues who are in sympathy with the values and
lifestyles.
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