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Abstract

A New Look on the Pauline Theology and the Juristic
Act Subject to a Condition Precedent:
Integration of Theology and Law

Byung—Gook(John) Kim (Baekseok University)

According to the covenantal nomism proposed by E. P. Sanders, the
Jews of the Old Testament period had their own perfect salvation
system and lived with a sense of security in it. For them the law was
not the way for “becoming(= getting in)” the covenant people, but for
“staying in” it. If so, why is the Cross of Jesus necessary for the Jews?
This article uses a legal concept, “juristic act subject to a condition
precedent” to answer this question. Juristic act itself is regarded as valid
and perfect when the contract is made. Likewise, the covenant, which
God made when He gave His laws to the Jews, was also perfect when
it was given. But juristic act subject to a condition precedent brings its
actual effect only when the “condition precedent” is fulfilled. God
attached a “condition precedent” to Himself when He gave the law to
the Jews: the Cross of Jesus. Those who had faith in God in the Old
Testament period received salvation because the “condition precedent”,
namely Jesus’s crucifixion, was fulfilled. Therefore, it is the juristic act
subject to a condition precedent — the fulfillment of the Cross of Jesus
— that brings the actual effect of perfecting the covenant of the Old
Testament.

Key Words: new look on the Pauline Theology, covenantal nomism of Sanders,
juristic act subject to a condition precedent



