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Abstract

Interpretation and Application of Old Testament Texts on
Multi—cultural Family: Applying to the Book of Ruth

Deuk—Il Shin (Kosin University)

This article consists of interpretation and application of the texts in
question. The section on interpretation shows the unfaithful behavior of
Naomi and her role following her changed attitude. Her role made Ruth
a mother of the Messiah, even though Naomi never intended it. It is
through God's election that Ruth, who married a son of an unfaithful
family, believed in the God of Israel. Ruth's good attitude toward her
mother-in-law caused Boaz to be more interested in her. Boaz, as a
redeemer, provided ‘rest’ to Ruth by observing not only the letter of the
law, but also the spirit of the law.

It is true that the book of Ruth treats the settlement of Ruth, an
immigrant woman. However, it is not proper to use this book as a
model for the settlement of immigrants from overseas in modern society
because the Old Testament was primarily recorded to reveal God and his
work and not to show an example of human behavior. The history of
God's revelation is a history unfolding God's eternal decree for human
salvation. Thus, the book of Ruth displays the redemptive history of God
who intends to send the Messiah through the faith of Boaz and Ruth in
the period of the judges when God's law was ignored.

Key Words: multi-cultural family, Ruth, Naomi, Boaz, redemptive history



