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Abstract

Participation in Church Social Work by

Pastors and Pastors' Wives in Small Churches

Kum—Sun Jung (Chongshin University)
Hae—Won Yang (Chongshin University)

The purpose of this study was to explore the participation in church
social work by pastors and pastors' wives who were serving in small
churches. Five pastors and five pastors' wives who were serving in
small churches and running social work agencies at the same time were
interviewed and the interview data were analysed qualitatively. From
this data, the researchers derived 30 concepts and 17 categories from 5
areas: ‘motivation of running social work agencies’, ‘general difficulties
of running social work agencies’, ‘limitations of ministry and running
social work agencies at the same time’, ‘achievement and satisfaction of
running social work agencies’ and ‘development strategies’. Based on
the results, discussions are presented regarding the development
directions and strategies of small churches' social work, including sense
of vocation and vision; recognition of essentiality of church social work
and holistic mission; simplification of administrative procedures; support
from various institutions such as religious bodies and megachurches; and
expansion of professional education and community network.

Key Words: small churches, church social work, running social work agencies,
qualitative research



