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Abstract

The Unification of Germany and the Role of the Church:
focusing on Rev. Christian Fiihrer

Yong—Joon(John) Choi (Handong Global University)

This article deals with the relationship between the unification of
Germany and the role of the church focusing on the thought and
ministry of Rev. Christian Fithrer who was the senior pastor of Nikolai
church in Leipzig. First of all, the life of Fiihrer is dealt with in five
stages. Then Nikolai church is seen as the symbol of peace in three
aspects. After that, the five processes are investigated how the peace
prayer meeting was developed into Monday demonstration and finally
brought about the peaceful revolution of unification. Here Fiihrer's
thought of peace is more deeply analyzed. Furthermore, the special
relationship between the west and east German protestant churches is
discussed to demonstrate how they made a crucial contribution for the
unification of Germany. In conclusion, three lessons that Korean society
and church can learn from Fiihrer are presented.

Key Words: German unification, German protestant church, Nikolai church,
Prayer for peace, non-violence



