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Abstract

Science and Religion in the Age of Convergence

Hee—Joo Park (Myongji University)

One of the hottest words in the universities in Korea for the last Syears
was convergence. This paper examines the implications of convergence on
Christian scholarship, focusing on the relationship between science and
religion. For this purpose, I will examine, first, how the discussions about
convergence began in Korea. I will then briefly examine the relationship
between science and religion, based on the four models - conflict,
independence, dialogue and integration - suggested by lan Barbour. I will
discuss differences and similarities between convergence and the relationship
between science and religion. 1 will also discuss the implications of the
convergence trend worldwide in the long term on the relationship between
science and Christianity, focusing on three issues - transhumanism,
neuroscience and singularity. The converging trends in life science,
neuroscience, artificial intelligence and nano-technology will make it
possible to substantially transform the human body and mind in the
not-too-distant future. Based on this possibility, transhumanism emerged,
dreaming of creating a new humankind. Transhumanism deconstructs the
conditions of being human defined by modern humanism and explores
open possibilities of creating a new humankind. This will be a grave
challenge to the Christian worldview. Rapid development of neuroscience,
on the other hand, gives another serious challenge to the Christian concept
of soul. Followers of neuroscience deny the existence of soul and claim
there is no difference between human mind and machine mind. The
development of artificial intelligence will surely be accelerated as a
present pace of development suggests. As a result, the time of singularity
will come, whereas artificial intelligence exceeds human intelligence. The
followers of singularity are dreaming of the fusion of human mind and
artificial intelligence, resulting the explosive development of a new
intelligent being. According to this vision, human beings, after singularity,
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will emerge as an omniscient, omnipotent and living-forever being.
Materialism lies behind all these radical visions, talking about reinventing
human nature, rejecting the existence of soul and suggesting singularity.
Materialism, taking advantage of science and technology in this age of
science and technology, will remain as a real threat to the Christianity.

Key Words: convergence, relationship between science and religion,
transhumanism, singularity, materialism



