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ABSTRACT

Peters's Conception of Education
. A Critical Appraisal

Jae—Bong Yoo and Jeong—Youn Lim

This paper is a critique of Peters's Conception of
education from the perspective of education and
Christian education. To this end, we explore the
background and the basic position from which he
defines 'education', the criterion of his conception of
education, and criticisms of it from an educational and
Christian point of view.

Peters's conception of education is based on a
position which is analytical and normative in point of
view on the one hand, and education as initiation on
the other. He defined education as '"something
worthwhile 1s being or has been intentionally
transmitted in a morally acceptable manner". This
definition involves three criteria, 1l.e. normative,
cognitive and procedural criterion.

Peters's conception of education can be criticised in
terms of definition itself, of its results in educational
practice, and of its educational presuppositions from
the perspective of education. This definition also
shares some of the Ilimitation of world—view that
cultural heritage forms the whole world, and a
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rationalist view of humans and education, which
addresses the development of rational mind from the
perspective of Christian education.

Key Words: conception of education, philosophical
analysis, normative definition, initiation,
criticism of Christian point of view,
Peters



