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Abstract

Samuel Zwemer's Islamic Mission and

His Pastoral Counseling Method

Peter—Gyechoon Cho (Chongshin University)

The purpose of this study was to explore Zwemer's devotion in an
attempt to evaluate to the Islamic missionary and his pastoral counseling
method. In the late 19th century, Zwemer had collected donations by
himself and then he went to Arabia for the Islamic missionary. His
Muslim missionary had many trials such as fever, lack of finances, and
the death of loved ones. But he did not give up the Islamic missionary.
During 26 years of his mission, although it did not bear much fruit for
the salvation of souls. So, he had no choice to change his strategy. It
was used as a way of Christ-centered and Anthropological rather than
confrontational and conflicting way of mission from the beginning. It was
shown by the way of mission as the love of Christ and the cross,
friendship and companionship. His detailed and changed mission paradigm
form, seems to be strategy or the way of mission that have a perspective
of pastoral counseling in today. The method of his missionary approach
is evaluated as much to contribute to future missions counseling or
pastoral counseling. He knew that the mission through such public
preachment or forum on the street caused resentment and resistance from
the Muslims. Thus, he used a Christ-centered approach such as the cross
of Christ in love and friendship, and struggled to build relationship with
intellectuals. This method is similar to the pastoral counseling approaches
such as empathy, listening courteously, narrative analysis and therapeutic
alliance. Therefore, Zwemer's Muslim missionary method should receive a
new assessment in that it was a mission with a pastoral counseling
element, and it is expected to become a useful material in order to
develop a new methodology of pastoral counseling mission as an
alternative way to live as a partner for people who are living in the
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conflict of religious or political.

Key Words: Islamic missionary, Muslim, empathy and listening courteously,
narrative analysis, therapeutic alliance, method of pastoral
counseling mission



