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Abstract

The direction of Sports Mission in relation to

Hospitality Mission

Hanna Hyun (Sydney College of Divinity)

Sports mission has become a significant part of Korean Christian
mission and it has been understood as the powerful medium of the
missionaries to impact the world for Jesus Christ. The Sports mission
also has been evaluated as one of the efficient and influential tool as its
missional result. It challenged missionaries in the field of professional,
college, high school and youth levels to glorify God and to focus on
serving local communities by equipping and encouraging people to
become disciples of Christ.

In Korea, hosting the 1988 Olympics presented an opportunity to take
the advantages of World Mission, and during the period 1980-90, the
purpose of addressing the Christian mission was to accelerate the
demonstration of the Gospel where it had not yet been proclaimed.
Sports missionaries and ministers believe that the Church is also called
to do the unfinished task of the Great commission; sports can be the
effective way to serve the unengaged people in the world. However,
those belonging to the Christian mission overlook the essence of sports,
more focus on the numerical increase as the symbolic illustrations of
successful ministries, and compete amongst Christian missionaries.

In order to extend the narrow understanding of sports mission, this
paper suggests the redefined concept of sports mission in terms of
‘play.” Human being are designed to ‘play and enjoy’ sports and
Christian mission is aimed to serve the people. Those two estranged
concepts must be integrated and reinforced for the future direction of
sports mission.

Moreover, this paper offers a critique of the outdated role of Sports
Mission and, in particular, a critique of the disconnect between the
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practice of Sports Mission and what we consider to be the urgent issue
of our era, Diaspora and Hospitality. Overall, this paper recommends the
wholistic direction of Sports Mission in relation to the significance of
Hospitality Mission.

Key Words: Sports Mission, Hospitality Mission, Refugee Mission, Diaspora,
The Ethics of Others



