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Abstract

Understanding utopia through Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism
Kim, ji-yup

The concept of utopia was adopted by Thomas More(1478~1535)
and it contains the dual meaning of the place which is existing ‘no-
where' in the world and the ‘good-place’ , at the same time, It means,
‘the place which is better, which is not existing in the world yet
People dream of the utopia eventually as they face the subjectified and
objectified troubles and the pain in reality. But the only time that we
can live and enjoy is just ‘today and the present time,

Therefore, though the utopia may be achieve presently, the present
time is just the present time always, etemal satisfaction doesn’ t exist
through fulfillment of the external conditions only, This thesis is
dealing with general view of the utopia that is shown through the
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism that are the main axile of oriental
philosophy and religion and studied utopia through the three views;
time, space and human. As the people are the beings eventually
controled by the time and the space, it is necessary for us to have the
understanding about the utopia on this view point,

1. The philosophy of Tae Dong(k R &)

The era of Yo Soon(ZE#E) is the ideal and perfect society in
China which is the ideal of the Confucianism. And there' s no way of
knowing whether it was existing in reality or not, or they were just
dreaming of, Generally speaking, people live in unrest and fright in
history, Therefore, in the Confucianism the people who are in trouble
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and agony, the ones who are searching for the new things lamenting
about the reality as the desirable model people generally,

The philosophy of Tae Dong is started with the philosophical basis
and they defined ideal society as fair, peaceful, full of morality, they
called that society as the Tae Dong,

This is not the unique philosophy of confucianism but it is the
comprehensive ideals of various philosophical families in Seon Jin

era (FZBFL)

2. The Jeong Toh Philosophy(;$ £ 8 #) of Buddhism

In Buddhism, there are various Buddhas, there are various countries
where Buddhas are living. And the Jeong Toh(# 1-) is the place where
the most representative Buddhas are living. The environment is
described as the scenery is always beautiful, the weather is so
comfortable in that place. The food is so abundant, clothes are so
afluent, the housings are so nice, there’ s no hunger and painfulness of
mankind. But the orthodox Buddhists insist that there’ s no world
existing in any place. Master monk Seong Chul said, "My mind is
Buddha and my reality is the paradise, there’ s no other paradise
existing, the theory of paradise of Seobang Jeong Toh{# 5 #+.) is the
means to lead the ignorant general people to the correct path of life
and they are all lies to be accurate.”

3. The utopia in Tacism

Taoism takes the Sutra of Moral(# f&#8) as their utmost scripture and
takes Noh Jah(Z-F) as the source of their philosophy, they are deeply
related to the philosophy of Taoist philosophy. The description about
the ideal nation in the 80th chapter of Sutra of Moral GE#&#8); I’ s a
small country with small population” We need to notice
Towhawonki(BkfE#83) written by Toh Yon Myung(Mg#ei) which
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was inflenced by Taoism, His writing inflenced many oriental writers
and painters so deeply because it is describing the utopia in people’ s
hearts so well, Since it was written, the term Mooreung Doh Won(#k
Bk %) is the most frequently used for depicting the utopia.

4. The relationship between utopia and the mankind

The main figure of the world and the history is the absolutely the
mankind, But the utopia we have studied through the three religions
above we can notice they are focusing on the environment or space,
When they are describing the utopia, the main figure usually meets a
beauty and gets married, in some cases the main figure meet a great
teacher, gets the supernatural power or gifts, He stays there for the
time being, later he thinks about his hometown and returns to
hometown, And he tries to retum to the place but can not find it out
again, But usually they are not dealing with the character of the people
living in that utopia,

If people dream of the utopia, it means the country they are living
now lacks something or it is the unstable country apparently. If people
are satisfied with the environment that they are living in, they will not
have the vainful dreams, It is the thought of the corrupted Adam and it
is quite against the thoughts in the Bible, As the scripture is saying,
“Let us make man according to our image and likeness.”; man was
created according to the purpose and the need of God totally,
Therefore, man can not have his own will but he should accomplish
God s will solely and fundamentally. When a man makes something,
the purpose and the usage are totally depended on the person who
makes it. We should understand this fact clearly, God rested deeply
after He created man. God blessed the day and made it holy,

In spite of the fact, if a man wants to become an angel, denying his
own existence, not to be satisfied with his own life, and dream about
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something vainful, it is violating the sabbath. Such people create such
society and such world. The thieves make the den

of the thieves, the drug addicts make the den of the drug addicts,
Therefore, even the environment may be perfect in time and space, the
world becomes empty if there’ s no character, If there' s the character
everything turns different, Jesus disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” it was the
condensed expression of their whole life, As if Jesus lived for God,
through God, if we live for and through the Lord by eating and
drinking the Lord Himself. This is the true entity of the utopia and
paradise,
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