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Abstract

Legal Principles of Fundamental Rights
Reflected on the Cities of Refuge

Jae—Min kim (Kyungil University)

The cities of refuge in Old Testament played an important role to prevent
a false death from revenge so that it functioned as the criminal justice
system for securing human rights such as the right to life and human
dignity. Reviewing the system, we can find a couple of legal principles of
fundamental rights that Korean Constitution has adopted; those of human
dignity, right to pursue happiness, state's obligation to secure fundamental
rights, due process of law, right of access to courts, and right to live
dignified life. Briefly to say, the core objective of legal principles that were
inherent in the system is primarily to ensure the right to life and secure
the human dignity. The thought of human dignity embedded in the refugee
system reflects the christian perspective that human beings were created
after image of God. Additionally, we can get the lessons that a man who
forms a law and a system must be awed by absolute truth and be cautious
not to harm other person's dignity, without idolizing human rationality.

Key Words: cities of refuge, legal principles, human dignity, human rights,
fundamental rights



