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Abstract
Christian View on Park Soo—Keun's Paintings
Seong—rok Seo (Andong National University)

The current research on Park mostly focuses on local colour, nativity, and
nationality. Even though he passed away over fifty years ago, his painting
could not be fully understood apart from his faith, especially when one
considers his devotion to Christianity. This perspective stems from his
deeply embedded belief that the Bible is the only key to understand the
world and the people. Francis A. Schaeffer once said “Christian art is the
expression of the whole life of the whole person as a Christian.” Likewise,
separating the artist’s emotions and religion from his paintings are not
appropriate if one wants to fully understand the work. This paper examines
his religious beliefs exploring three categories: Togetherness, a downward
movement, and piligram. Each category explains how his painting style is
different from other artists with Park’s main paintings.

Park once prayed that he would serve the people rather than being served
by the people. His prayer reveals what he believed to be his calling from
God. During the period when painting the church or the bible is the only
way of showing the artist’s Christianity, Park takes his own artistic attitude
which corresponds to a Christian worldview. He found that he could not
separate his art from his faith. This paper explores the way Park successfully
united his faith with his art, and his life with his faith.

Key Words: Park Soo Keun, Christian Art, a Others, Inbreaking, Downward
Movement






