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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this phenomenological study was to understand and describe
the essence and structure of the experience of Korean nurse oversea missionary.

Methods: The participants of this study were nine female nurse missionaries who had
spent more than 2 years in oversea mission field. Data were collected through individual
in—depth interviews from May 2013 to September 2014. The collected data were analyzed
by Giorgi's phenomenological analysis method.

Results: The general structure of Korean nurse missionary’s experience was ‘living as
a christian nurse in a foreign land’. 6 constituents extracting from this analysis were made
up of ‘mission calling and preparation’, ‘encountering the strange and unfamiliar world’,
‘being overwhelmed by the situations of the land’, ‘recognizing self, others, and the mission’,
‘ioy and feeling worth to see the changing land’, ‘growing spirituality’.

Conclusions: These findings provide deep understanding of lives and difficulties of nurse
missionaries working in overseas. Based on the results of this study, it is needed to develop
and intervene effective strategies and educational program that are helpful for nurse
missionaries.
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