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Abstract

A Study on the Identity of a Christian University and
College in Korea

Jo, Yong-Hun

What makes a university or college Christian? What differentiates
Christian universities and colleges from their secular counterparts? In
general, Christian universities and colleges are erected by a Christian
denomination, have a chapel and department of religious studies, and
offer classes in the Christian liberal arts, But more important thing than
these external features are the internal aspects or the content of the
related higher education,

In this article I have posited four elements pertaining to the identity
of a Christian university and college:

Firstly, the goals of higher education and the Christian concept of
higher education are reinterpreted and contextualized in the new
social and cultural situation, Further, the Christian concept of higher
education has to be embodied and embedded in the official
curriculum, and can not merely be rhetoric in the institution’ s statute
Of mission statement,

Secondly, the institution’ s teachers and administrators have to share
a common vision of Christian higher education and commit
themselves to it. Consequently, their calling should be reviewed and
renewed and their efforts for integrating the faith and learning
encouraged.
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Thirdly, there needs to be fostered a Christian atmosphere and ethos
within the campus culture, because education is exercised not only in
the classroom and in the approved curriculum but Christian formation
also occurs outside the classroom, Therefore, the institution needs to
promote related extra curricular student activities and informal
meetings and discussions between teachers and students,

Lastly, universities and churches need to have complementary
relationships and linkages, The separation of Christian universities and
colleges from the church results in an alienation from their spiritual
roots, The churches can also help the university and college by
financially sponsoring and sending Christian students to these higher
education institutions,

Key words: 7|ERojst, 71gmiagold, A4, 7152 dqetes
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4) W. C, Ringenberg, The Christian College. A History of Protestant Higher Education in America
(Christian University Press, 1984); G. M, Marsden and B, J. Longfield (ed), The Secularization of
the Academy (N.Y Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992); G. Marsden, The Soul of the
American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established Nonbelief (New York:
Oxford Unviersity Press, 1994); J, T. Burichaell, The Dying of the Light: The Disengament of
Colleges and Universities from their Christian Churches (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998).

5) B 2 AES B 4 AT 27k $NE b, Y P duldigtE, B
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o addga, Felas) siAlolisa, D83 7Hg Y] wEY Ot aE ' 4 ARt A%
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Bducation: Strategies for Success in the Twentiy-First Century (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997);
R. Benne, Quality with Soul, How Six Premier Colleges and Universities Keep Faith wiht their
Religious Traditions (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001).
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