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A Comparative Legal Aspects on Biotechnology

Dr. Dongyiel Syn

Research Fellow at Korean Institute of Crimonology

Amid the booming of biotechnology, severe debates are come out in the forums
recently. Of these debates the embryonic research and therapeutic cloning take
place in the core. The meaning of human embryo is very important for the
legal understanding of human dignity. With the so called cutting edge scientific
technology we could take care of the life and manoevre its fate. Some serious
diseases are supposed to be removed with this medical treatment. Biorevolution
will dominate all around of the modern society in the future. Like many other

countries' similar discussions Korea has been through long and hot disputes.

Many countries construct various committees and authorities to consider the
social-bioethical implication of biotechnology. I cannot find the single conclusion
on this comparative issue. Whether the state will allow the experiment and
research on. human embryo or not, depends upon its ethical or legal structures.
Most countries have compromised to ban on the human reproductive cloning.
But they are caught in debates on embryonic research and therapeutic cloning.
The experiment using the surplus cryo-preserved embryo is of great interests for
the pro-science groups. With this method, «called 'CNR'(Cell WNucleus
Replacement), it could be dedicated to find a way to improve the patients who
are suffered from Alzheimer, Parkinson's, and some degenerative diseases. If we
characterise” the cryopreserved embryo and the cloned embryo as a human
being, these experiments and researches should be stopped. Pro-life groups want
to prohibit all bits of artificial intervention itself. They argue that the

unnecessarily interrupt into the natural progression is unethical.
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Some of countries like Germany, France, Spain etc. have already criminally
controlled the scientific hope. But the United Kingdom has a different way. The
UK. law, as many countries do, criminalises the therapeutic cloning without
permission. The HFEA(Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority) controls
every efforts and researches in the UK. They number all of the embryos at
national! level. No one can use or fertilise a single embryo without the license
issued by HFEA. 1 could say, the authority can hardly issue the license to the
human embryonic research in the UK., even though it could do so.
Systematically, the authority declines to protect embryos. UN. and European
Union have moved the international conventions on banning human cloning.

These conventions are, however, controversial on human embryonic research.

Key words : wjo}, A &2, 97t &9
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3) EQ¢ Aggel =Aold /SHH Gy dF BFT AHE UFY, 599 A& =4,
FES-Information-Series, 2002, 193 Seelmann, Paternalismus und Solidaritat bei der Forschung
am Menschen, in: Schreiber-FS, 2003, 853 °l&k.
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871 913t AtE YEOITHBGBL I, 2746). o] HEE WA Ao
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2) vjolBHEYHE
a) vjotd &Y

Aze AZ3FRYIEY G8o dF FAE stz 0oy, AL vojd
W 7B A$FA(2E), EAde FAA3ZR), A3 wjolA L
W A9 2329 FA(ASR), BE FHY 29 FAA6z), 7viele}
FFE BARTZ) Tl A= At ELL& ZE /Y 2249L 24
A =, o] WEol wE ATEAE BE #H 2E, vope] FAA
2% T YA ¥HITHF 2FAYNE FRAT Aok
4) AASE B4, Aol AN wiol) WA R 3o B AT, Be HAYYEE, 2002, 50 ol&kh
5) Bolow, Embryonenschutzgesetz, in: Winter/Fenger/Schreiber(Hrsg.), Genmedizin und Recht.

Rahmenbedingungen und Regelungen for Forschung, Entwicklung, Kiinik und Verwaltung, 2001,
349.
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6) Mietn o] Bl ¥4 ¥4L E Deutsch, Embryonenschutzgesetz in Deutschland, NJW 1991,
721 °l3}.

7) HAWAL Gesetz zur Sicherstellung des Embryonenschutzes im Zusammenhang mit Einfubr und
Verwendung menschlicher embryonaler Stammzellen-StZG, Bundesgesetzes— Blatt Jahrgang 2002
Teit 1 Nr.42, S.2277 vom 29. Juni 2002.

8) Hoffling, Zeitschrift fir Medizinische Ethik 47, 2001, 278.
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(F2 o} E7]MX 8% AYE BEF AgAdA FEstn dde
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Y974 ER, 2003, 17.
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W&o 23 2Schedule 2)o] o3l ujo}x2 #HIMAMEOZ Uz o} =
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13) 24 232 Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Human Fertilisation and Embryology.

14) Deutsches Referenzzentrum (ir Ethik in den Biowissenschaften(DRZE), Forschung an
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McLaren(ed.), Cloning, Council of European Publishing 2002, 69 0|3},
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