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A Qualitative Study on the Experience of Spirituality
in the Lives of Marriage—Based Immigrant Women in Korea:

Through Comparison between Christians and Non—Christians
23| (Hye Jeong Oh)’

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to gain deep understanding on the significance of
spirituality in the overall experience of marriage—based immigrant women in Korea. Total
of ten marriage—based immigrant women, five of whom are Christians and the rest are
non—Christians were recruited as study participants. Data were collected by one—on—one
interviews and analyzed by Giorg's phenomenological study method to look into
participants’ experiences in depth. The statements of Christian study participants were
structuralized with 4 intrinsic themes of ‘ournout from tough daily lives’, ‘difficulty and
loneliness of life as a migrant’, ‘receiving both support and scars from church and
Christians’ and ‘having confidence and hope with new perspectives’ while those of
non—Christian study participants were derived as 4 themes of ‘burnout from tough daily
lives’, ‘difficulty and loneliness of life as a migrant, ‘receiving both consolation and
wounds from surrounding people’ and ‘growing through hardships.” Based on the above
results, this study suggests some implications for Christian social work practice on
marriage—based immigrant women.

Key Words : marriage—based immigrant women, spirituality, phenomenolaogical study, Christian
social work practice, migrant ministry
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Table 1 Difficulties of marriage—based immigrant women living in Korea

(unit: %, plural response possible)

Public Prejudice

e . Family Raising organiza Economic Language Cultural &

Difcuty Londiness it child  fon hadtip poblem  dffrence discimn O0CS O™
usage -ation

Response 365 127 252 86 319 36.7 237 148 05 133

Jung et al.(2016). A Study on the National Survey of Multicultural Families 2015(Korean Women's
Development Institute, Research Report 2016-03). p.132
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Table 2 Understanding lives of marriage—based immigrant women based on

Young(1990)'s categorization of oppression

Oppression(Young, 1990) Application to lives of marriage-based immigrant women

Exploitation International marriage bearing hierarchy and resulting exploitation
Marginalization Living a life as marginal person or stranger

Powerlessness Being powerless in asserting one’s roles and rights

Cultural imperialism Required to be assimilated to Korean society and culture

Violence Domestic violence and prejudice and discrimination in society
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Table 3 Basic characteristics of Christian study participants

Age  Came Koreen ~ Married  Children Eggﬁﬁ;d Gov'tal Spiritual L
(jr) from  nationality  in information income) support

Started to go to Korean
(China service of Korean church in
(Ethnic 19% gjﬁgﬁeﬁfﬁ Yes Ves 2006 and received baptism in
A8 Roen N Do i meeom)  (eanm L e pried in e
living in in 2014) Daghier(12) ministry such as small group
China) e neting, discplship traiing,

efc.

<continued>
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Age  Came  Koren  Maried  Children E(‘;plarﬁg"d Gov'al Sutital e
(yr) from  nationality  in information income}; support Py

Stated to go to Koren
service of Korean church in
Son(11) with Yes Yes 213 and received baptism in
disability (% 10000000 (¥ 2300000 2014 Now, goes to Vietnamese
service of Korean church and

joins the ministry actively.

2006
B 3 Vietnam Yes (Divorced
in 2011)

Started to go to church in
the Philippines in 19%. In
Korea, started to go to the
service for people from the
Philippines of Korean church
Yes Yes in 2012 and received baptism
(W 13000000 (% 1200000 in 2013 After the senior
pastor was changed and the
service for the people from
the Philippines was closed in
2016, goes to Korean service
of the same church.

2012
C 3 Philippines No (Divorced ~~ Son()
in 2012)

Started to go to English
service of Korean church in
D 3 Plppies  No mp No No iﬁsmbit Pidtrilcgpater:c EV:
22 ! o .
DaughterD) (% 2000000 Bible study group with other
women from the Philippines,
as well.

Started to go to church in
the Philippines in 2000 and
received baptism in 2006 After
. § . Yes mariage, goes to English
B3 hippines N w8 No cild (% 1,500,000 N service of Korean church and
participates n a Bible study
group with other women from
the Philippines, as well.
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Table 4 Basic characteristics of non—Christian study participants

Age Came Korean Married Children Employed Gov'tal

(yr) from nationality in information ~ (Family income)  support Religion
. . . _ Daughter(12) No
voR s Gim s A6 Sl (¥ 3000000) N No
(China
S . . Daugher(13) Yes
Wb B Ko Yes A sl ¥ 150000) No N
living in China)
. _ Yes
' 7
X 3 Vietnam No 211 Daughter(5) (5 2000000 No No
Y3 Vi Yes N3 Sonld) s No No
i (% 3500000)
2000
. Daughter
o . (Hushand is No Yes
L% Phiipines es hospitalized since (5 éj’n(lgg)’ 1 (¥ 0) (¥ 1.900,000) No
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Table 5 Themes of the experiences of Christian study participants

Elements Themes
Driven to international marriage by poverty
Tired and depressed because of tough everyday lives Burnout from daily lives

Hurts and wounds by family

Suffering from language barrier and cultural differences
Hardships for foreign mothers to raise children

Loneliness as strangers in Korea Difficulty and loneliness of
Degradation to inferiority and poverty life as migrant
Unchanging societal prejudice and discrimination toward

migrants, which makes Korea remain unfamiliar

Experiencing help and support from church and Christians Receiving both supports and
Experiencing limitations and hurts from church as well ~ scars from church and Christians

Only God gives true comfort and hope
Change of mind on life and its problems

Having confidence and hope
with new perspectives

Accepting life as training and mission

Table 6 Themes of the experiences of non—Christian study participants

Elements Themes

Driven to international marriage by poverty

Hurts and wounds by family Burnout from daily lives

Regretting marriage

Suffering from language barrier and cultural differences
Hardships for foreign mothers to raise children
Loneliness as stranger in Korea

Difficulty and loneliness of
life as migrant

Socialized with surrounding people but still lonely
Supported by community organizations
Hurts by prejudice and discrimination on migrants

Receiving both consolation and
wounds from surrounding people

Feeling proud and worthwhile when studying, working
or helping others Growing through hardships
Growing through hardships
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