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Since the middle of 1985, a group of
“Korean Christian scholars headed by
Dr.Seung-Hoon Yang , professor of physics at
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Kyungbook National University, have been
prometing the idea of founding a Christian
liberal arts college in Korea., A large
number of Christian intellectuals who are in
their 30s and early 40s have expressed their
suport for the vision of establishing a
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Christian college within t{he next ten years,
As a part of preparing themselves, an
increasing number of small groups are meeting
in major cities throughout the country to
discuss the formation of Christian world and
life view and the importance of integrating
faith and learning for the expansion of the
Kingdom of God.

They have formed an organization called "
Partners for the Consturction of a Christian
University." And under its umbrella, a
monthly journal by the name of "Christian
University" 1is being published to coordinate
the activities of the emerging intellectual
forces that are interested in claiming the
lordship of Jesus Christ in the study of
academic disciplines.

Potential issues that are being raised
and discussed by the "partners" are the
faculty training, student recruitment, size
of the school, finances, relationship with
the churches, concern for world mission, need
for autonomy and academic freedom, and the
formation of Christian community on campus
(Yang, 1987,pp.2-3)

The Need for a Distinctive Philosophy

When considering the establishment of a
Christian college or wuniversity, the most
important issue is, What sort of mission will
it have? The question 1is, what will be
mission of this college as compared with
other secular universities, Bible colleges
and seminaries?

A good mission statement is as important
to a college as is good management (Martin,
1985,p.41). Clarifying and specifying an
institution’s basic purpose and goal is
important because the mission statement
determines the college curriculum,allocation
of capital funds, and the priorities of the
faculty and student activities. The
processes of life in the college reveal the
principles of the place.

The need for a statement of direction-for

priorities, definitions, standards and guide-
lines has been most graphically stated by Ted
Ward in the fall 1987 issue of Faculty Dialogue:

Is there anything unique about Christian
education? Does any common characlteristic
show through? Does the visitor to a campus
notice it? Can the observor find it in the
classrooms? Does it show up in the dormi-
tories and cafelerias? Most important,does
the graduate carry it away in the form of
lifestyle and vocation?... What is the
Christian higher education?(p.4)

What he asked was, what is it that you can
see and hear that is different at a Christian
liberal arts college? How does Christian
education show up in the life of Christian
college graduates? It asked about visible
evidence, about the {angible results of
Christian learning in the lives of students.
As the Christian scholarship in Korea is
contemplating the possibilitly of creating a
Christian college/ universily after the
model of Christian colleges in the U.S.A., it
may be pertinent to ask about the
distinguishing features of the Christian
college that is being projected in Korea.

Distinctives of a Christian Liberal
Arts College

The Christian liberal arts college claims
many distinctives. If the Christian college
projected in Korea 1is to have a legitimate
place in the realm of higher learning in
Korea, its philosophy of education should
necessarily include the following elements:

‘T'ruth. First of all, its philosophy of
education is based upon absolute Truth. In
the student’s search for truth,the Bible must
be the guide and final authority. All
truth is God’s truth wherever it may be found
(Col.1:17). Within the Christian liberal
arts college, therefore, no "secular" subject

exists, and the Christian freely pursues
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knowledge wherever it may be found,

The Bible as the revealed Word of God is
central in Christian college curriculum. A
Christian college should leave no doubt that
the Bible is the most important book for
every student,

The centrality of the Bible should result
in a peculiarly Christian style of learning.

That learning style includes awe, wonder and
eschews arrogance. It recognizes the
transparent, the supra-rational, the ulti-
mate mystery of the heart of lighteness. It
takes the ineffable seriously,and does not
pretend that theories,concepts,numbers, and
facts alone will caplure reality (Keller
p.116)

Mord View . The Christian college
emphasizes a Christian world view. Arthur
Holmes (1975) says that the distinctive of
the Christian liberal arts college is that it
teaches that " the Chrislian faith can touch
the entire range of life and learning to
which a liberal education exposes studenis®
(p.47). He goes on to say that the Christian
faith enables man to see all things “in
relationship to God as their Creator,
Redeemer, and Lord, and from this ceniral
focus an integrating world view emerges”
(p.57).

_ In this age of relativism and
competing worldviews, it 1is important to

recognize that Christian thought and
non-Christian thought reflect wide
differences in total worldviews. Since

Christian principles relate to all of thought
and life (though not fo all in the same
degree) an important activity for such
scholars is to define a Christian world or
worldviews in contrast to the prevailing
outlooks of our day (Marsden, 1988,p.355)
Constructing a Christian worldview requires
bringing all thought and practice under the
lordship of Christ,

Whole Person The

Christian liberal arts education should focus
on the education of the whole person. Larry
Richards (1975) believes that "Christian
education must be designed for the whole
person, not for a single dimension of his
personality" (p. 66). A Biblical
understanding of the person always shows man
as a unity, and always in his totality. It
follows then that Christian education should
focus on educating the whole person by being
concerned about his intellectual, spiritual,
emotional, social and physical needs.

The faculty should treat each of their
students as souls not seat numbers, and see
their teaching as a form of ministry. Also
the human body should be seen as a temple of
the Holy Spirit, and Christian college should
actively declare against abusing the body
through the use of drugs,alcohol or damaging
foods. The body is the vessel for the
spirit, and needs to be as healthy and
strong.

Cognitive and Affective areas

The Christian

liberal arts education deals with both
cognitive and affective areas. Larry
Richards (1972) states that "affective as
well as cognitive arenas are necessarily of
concern to the Christian educator, demanding
that he give atiention to the learner’s
growth as a person"(p.84). Without neglecting
the teaching of content, the Christian educat
or should teach in such a way as to help the
student to integrate the truth into his life.
While education in general focuses on content
and information, Christian education is
distinctive in that it focuses on changing
people’s lives. The peculiarly Christian
style of learning "recognizes that feeling is
a necessary component to knowing, that non-
rational faith is as necessary as rational
belief.... Christian scholars and Christian
college graduates should display luminous
feelings alongside luminous thoughts" (Keller,
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1988,p.116).

Importance of Community of Fellowship

Fellowship should be a distinguishing
characteristic of Christian liberal arts
college. Groups go on retreats, or volunteer
to help in some project. Faculty in
Christian college are more likely to work
with students on a project, or assign & group
to research an  issue. Sharing and
collaboration should be more higly valued.
Christian  college graduates who have
experienced cooperative community are more
likely to join churches, community organiza-
tions, political groups, and their college
alumni associations.

Love is a relationship. It is diveloped

in a community.
The principle on-campus task of Christian
higher education is to develop communities
of love... Redemption brings all Christians
into peer relationship and provides the con-
tinuing basis for sound community,
(Ward,1984,p.4)

Need to Participate in Social Change The

God who asks Christians to go into all the

world to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ is
the same God who loves mercy and justice.
Christian scholars must supplement pure
theory with praxis- oriented theory.

Whereas secular colleges tend fo focus on
political change, and on external factors,
Christian colleges should place emphasis on
social and moral change. Christian faculty
and students should learn to see the main
lever for social change as an awakening in
people’s hearts, a rebirth of the spirit -
internal factors. Christian action should be
informed by a theoretical reflection,

Action is the goal of Christian
intellectual life (Wolterstorff,1987).
Practice and scholarship must go hand in
hand. It is vitally important for the faculty
to energize the students for the doing of
justice. Our goal is not primarily
intellectural. "As scholars our role is to
play one modest part in building and
enriching communities that are models of a
balance of piely, worship, intellect, art,
charity, and social concern" (Marsden, 1988,
p.357). The Christian colleges should be
concerned about what their students are as
well as what they know,
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Why a Christian College ?

As is well known, the earliesi colleges
in America were founded wupon Biblical
principles and a philosophy of education,
emphasizing the cultivation of both the
mind and character. By the 18th century,
however, the philosophy of higher education
in America was radically changing. Due to
the influx of ideas from the Enlightenment
and the Industrial Revolution the university
took its emphasis off Biblical principles and
accomodated to the emphases of the culture.
Dye to the successes of science in unlock-
ing the secrets of our physical world and
improving our material quality of life, a
philosophy of education which is opposed to
Christianity in many respects has developed
in public universities and secular colleges.
The Korean higher education heavily
influenced by its U.S.counterpart from the
initial stages of its development has shown
similar trends in recent decades.
Disciplines related to natural science have
made great strides.

The problem, however,is not with science
itself and its appropriate application, but
with the overextension of science into a
philosophy which says that empirical,
objective knowledge is all that matiers, all
that we can consider truthful. Therefore,
the subjective, non-physical dimensions of
life and knowledge are seen as irrelevant.
God, religion, values and morality are either
ignored or attacked as out-of-date.

Having removed God and Biblical
perspectives, secular education lacks a
unifying set of beliefs, It is highly
secularized and fragmented; its truths are
relativisitic and it slights many important
areas of our lives - values, ethics,
morality, love and religion. Higher learning
finds it easy to tolerate everything except
conviction. Tradition is seen as outdated.
Authority is often attacked.

When we leave religion out of our
educational program, we basically say that
life can be explained without God: He either
does not exist or is irrelevant. But the
Christian college can become a wvalid
alternative, for it aims at developing
intellectual, spiritual,moral,and social
potentials to the highest degree possible for
the purpose of serving God wholeheartedly
(Ellison, 1982.p.25).

Conclusion

A Christian liberal arts college should
have a distinctive philosophy of education
that distinguishes it from other forms of
higher education, As Ted Ward (1987)
suggested, the Christian college should be
able to say that Christian higher education
is not only Dbetter but also different
education (pp. 1-2). It should have its own
distinctive set of values and standards,

The Christian liberal arts college claims
many distinctives:

Its philosophy of education is based on the
centfrality of the Bible as the revealed Word
of God, It emphasizes Christian world view
and presuppositions, focuses of the education
of the whole person. As in our churches, the
orientation of the college must be toward
persons, It is sensitive to all of the
questions relating to self-identity,
self-esteem and self-control issues. [t
deals with both cognitive and affective areas
of human personality. It focuses on the
formation of Christian community and is
dedicated to bringing about social change.

The Christian liberal arts college is the
vest alternative which can demonstrate ihe
integration of faith and learning in both
word and deed.

Faith convictions provide a field in which
the liberal arts can find their energy and
meaning; and the arts and sciences in turn
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furnish the material in which this faith
must be displayed...The liberal arts can

open up the world to theological reflection,

but only a theological understanding makes
it a ‘world’(Dyrness,1987,p.184).

Elton Trueblood (1959) defined and
clarified the nature of the committed
Christian higher education. He claimed:

that the Christian character of a college
is attested, not by what goes on at the
fringes and nor even by existence of
scholarly courses in Biblical studies...
but by the morale and conviction of the
major teaching of the institution (p.25).

The whole of metaphysics, epistemology,
and axiology of a Christian college must be

based on Christian theology. And its mission
statement must represent Christian
assumptions and purposes that will guide the
planning and activities of the college. As
Frank Gaebelein (1985) stated, however, the
problem within Christian liberal arts colleges
is not an inability to state such a
philosophy of education, but an inability to
practically apply it. The challenge to
Christian college in solving this problem is
to develop creative ways in which to apply
its distinctive philosophy of education in
the actual practice of education. Trulh must
be taught in such a way as to become
integrated into student lives. The Christian
liberal arts college must be distinctively
Christian in its mission, identity and
purpose to make a viable contribution at the

end of the 20th century.
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