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Beauty and Sabbath
. A Theological Study on the Role of the Arts

MLt (Na Young Seo)’

Abstract

This study argues that the need of beauty for human is ultimately fulfilled by God in
the form of peace here on earth and ultimately heaven. It specifically suggests that
memorializing God'’s creation of the Sabbath builds the foundation of aesthetic theory.
Sabbath was given to humanity before the fall of humanity into sin (Gen 1) and as a
commandment (Exod 20, Deut 5) that preceded the entry into the Promised Land; it is
a sign of the delights awaiting believers in the new heavens and earth. In the keeping
of the Sabbath, therefore, believers celebrate the fact that God's works of creation and
redemption are finished.

As an aspect of Sabbath, beauty has the analogous meaning of foreshowing the glory
of God as a break from the tyranny of this world. The experience of both the Sabbath
and beauty are future—directed and lead one beyond his or herself to the transcendent
and the eschatological. Christians contemplate the complex beauty of his works and are
refreshed in communion with him, and they delight in the splendor of God’s beauty as
they anticipate eternity spent with him. The purpose of this study, therefore, is to provide
a right understanding of beauty and the arts through an observance of the Sabbath, For
this reason, a theology of Sabbath is observed in the first part. For the following part,
a biblical and theological examination of beauty and art, its essence, and the roles in
this world as a facet of the Sabbath is given.

Key Words : theology of beauty, the Sabbath, Christianity and the arts, creation and the arts,
transcendence of art
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