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Abstract

Doing good to others including taking part in certain volunteering work is aligned with
God's words and the guidance in living Christian lives, In educational field, volunteering
work is acknowledged as one of the activities that has positive effects for the participants
and therefore, it has been widely researched by many different scholars so far.
Considering the fact that volunteering work is in accordance with biblical teaching,
identifying and searching for the meaning of volunteering work with academic viewpoint
will bring out many useful discussions on how to help the Christian youths to find out the
better way they can become the ones living according t0 what they learned and realized.

This study mainly focused and sought to identify the Christian youths' volunteering
behaviors and following positive effects with educational perspectives by reviewing
literature. Especially and specifically in this study, educational psychological theories was
applied in order to analyze and reinterpret the Christian adolescents' volunteering works
discriminately from non—Christian youths': Expectancy—value theory, Self—determination
theory, and Social learning theory.

In a nutshell, applying three different theories with diverse experimental research and
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case studies, this study concluded that Christianity plays critical roles in understanding
of and participation in volunteering works. For example, Christian youths are more likely
to understand and perceive volunteering works with high value, which leads them to
better conceptualize it with biblical importance. Second, when Christian youths acknowledge
the volunteering works is aligned well with their religious social identity, they can get
engaged in it more actively and deeply, experiencing high degree of goal self—-concordance.
Lastly, surrounding volunteers that Christian adolescents face in their churches, faith
small groups or organizations become good role models from whom they are encouraged
to learn how to live love—doers' lives by doing volunteering activities,

Key Words : Christian youths' volunteering works, volunteering activities, educational psychological
theories, educational effects
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Table 1 Three categories of positive effects from doing volunteer activity,
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