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A Study of René Girard’s Idea of Mimetic Rivalry
from Bad Mimesis to Good Mimesis

0|Z9l (Poong—In Lee)

Abstract

Girard’s theory of mimesis begins with his discovery of human mimetic desire in the
works of five European novelists. The characters in the novels copy each other, not merely
in external characteristics but also in internal matters. For Girard, human desire is imitative
and acquisitive. The pattern of desire is not linear but triangular: it runs from the subject
through the mediator to the object. The distance between the subject and the model is
what decides whether the mimesis between them will be in conflict or not. After the
publication of his books such as Deceit Desire, and the Novel. Violence and the Sacred,
and 7hings Hidaen, scholars in many fields including anthropology, theology, psychology,
law, politics, have been interested in his work. They have reacted to his theory. Some
aspects of the criticisms above are worth considering, but Girard’s theory of mimesis has
some merits. Firstly, his understanding of mimesis provides a powerful tool for finding
reality beyond the text. A text does not exist only for aesthetic enjoyment but also for
practical contribution to human life. Secondly, Girard’s enthusiasm to propose a theory and
his effort to test its validity is admirable in a context in which cognitive nihilism is dominant.

In addition, Girard’s theory demonstrates more clearly the aspect of Jesus' obedience
to God. Jesus' willingness to follow the will of God the Father is expressed in the mode
of good mimesis. Jesus' suffering and obedience, which accompany his humiliation and
exaltation, are essential gqualifications for him to overcome the power of the devil. He is
presented as a model for the brothers and sisters to follow in their journey to glory and
honor, which God the Father wants to bestow on them. In other words, Jesus’ obedience
and self—giving becomes the pattern of the non—rivalristic mimesis for the Christian life.

Key Words : René Girard, mimesis, mimetic rivalry, desire, mediation, triangular structure of desire
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25 A5 " Sk PEE @ stk

8) ELFo|u=E At o] o] YAl 71 T FFE 73 AMITIE, A2 A Violence and the
Sacred?] S ¥ ‘Freud and the Oedipus Complex’ 2} “Totem and Taboo and the Incest Prohibition,
Z2]3 Things Hidden®] 378 ‘Interdividual Psychology’oﬂfﬂ o} it

A2 PRAER 2] ZXE B XS el dig =oof] IS 71 3L 1e] #e] o
FBA tFa gtk Violence and the Sacred, 223-249; Things Hidden, 5-6, 28-29, 39, 62, 74,
7576, 106-125; The Scapegoat, 52-54; ‘Generative Scapegoating’, 12-14, 19, 86, %, 193-14E5
st

7

~

9

=



2] A2l 2z el Bk A 1 LR mollq 2 mYfow 221
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Figure 1. Triangular Structure of Desire
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= A oAT 27| HAHES Bl el daleka Wity o we WA JAbg
23ete] Habgo] opgellAl b4 de ek 2o daprle 74 Hahs A
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