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The Map of Thought — Dialetics of German
Enlightenment and Pietism in the 18th Century

Xolm (In-Mo Jeong)’

Abstract

German Enlightenment and Pietism in the 18th century have some areas in conflict with
each other. However, when seen from a broader perspective, these are the forms of faith
created in opposition to the orthodox which was a church and doctrine centered at the
time. Of course they took the different paths; the Enlightenment pursued something
rational with human mind, and the Pietism believed the grace of God should be stowed
in the heart and reflected through actions. But it is safe to say that they originates from
the rejection of the orthodox doctrine or recognition of existing Lutherans.

This paper carries out a comparative analysis centering on the view of faith of Nicolaus
Ludwig Zinzendorf, who is rated to have not only completed but also overcame the view
of faith and thought of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, one of the outstanding representative
thinker of the Enlightenment eras. Although the two have differences in their orientations
in that Lessing emphasizes a rational and tolerant faith whereas Zinzendorf emphasizes
the ‘theory of the heart’, they both have the common ground in restoration of the original
spirit of Jesus, Urchristentum,

In other words, they emphasize that the rationality of the mind and piety of the heart
is not something that is separated or divided. Rather, they are in connection with each
other in regard to restoration of the original spirit of Jesus, and must be integrated
dialectically through communications.

Key Words : Enlightenment, Pietism, Lessing, Zinzendorf, Dialectic
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