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The Preliminary Study of the Modern Applicability of
Jubilee Law

— Focused on Basic Income
Z3&|Al (Hye—Shin Cho)

Abstract

Today, we cannot but turn our eyes to the Jubilee law of the Bible as a source of
inspiration for our society to face situations such as unemployment, debt, poverty,
exploitation. However, | think it is time for us to find a way to implement the idea of the
Jubilee law in our laws and institutions more effectively and in a more adequate way by
adopting a different approach from the past in applying this Jubilee law to reality. The
norm—addressee of Jubilee law is limited to the lIsraelite covenant community, and the
legitimacy and effect of the law is fully secured from the characteristics of the norm—maker
and the norm—addressee, that is, the relationship between the God and the lIsraelite
covenant community. In this respect, attempts to universalize the Jubilee law only in its
content are bound to have limitations, and thus, the spirit of the Jubilee law can still be
meaningful today, only when applying, in addition to its contents, the principles of
relationship and community responsibility, which are the premise of this norm. The logical
consequence of the earlier discussion of seeking the contact between the Jubilee law and
modern law is that there is not much room for contact between the two. Rather,
considering the message given to the world of today by the Jubilee Law, | think the
contact is the “restoration of lost relationship”. The relationship will refer to the totality of
the whole relationship that human beings make with other human beings, the family, the
region, the nation, and various levels of community, nature, and ultimately Creator God.
And there will be a modern significance of the Jubilee Law in making progress in the
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direction of reviving the relationship of care and responsibility.

As the basic income system challenges the fundamental limitations of the existing
capitalist economic system and legal system, it is obvious that it mirrors the Jubilee Law
in terms of its fundamental and reformational character of imagination. In other words, the
basic income system is likely to be an attempt to systematically restore the community
solidarity among members law and the relativity of ownership to shared assets of human
beings, making it worthy of discussion and reflection. Of course, in the introduction of
basic income, the fundamental difference between the Jubilee Law and the Modern Law
is obvious. Especially, the institutionalization of basic income does not keep pace with the
existing legal system which has been established based on the rights and duties of
‘labor’, and furthermore, particularly with the work ethics of Christian Reformers that still
have a profound influence to this day. This could also be a part of the difficulty of the
institutional practice of the Jubilee Law. However, by thoroughly examining social and
economic norms based on the Bible's genuine teachings, and by continuously seeking
insights into the nature and structure of this era, | hope that we can find a direction for
Christian practice.
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